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BY chanÉt Stevenson

Staff Reporter

Unlike how cadaver labs are often portrayed in movies and television shows,
Central Washington University’s cadaver
labs do not conduct supernatural experiments or bring Frankenstein to life. They
instead serve as useful and effective learning tools for students by providing them
with an opportunity to not only learn
about the structure of a human body, but
also allows for them to see the how the
body is structured first hand.
With two cadaver labs on campus, one
belonging to the exercise science department and the other belonging to the biology department, students studying within
these departments are able to apply their
knowledge of the human body structure
when observing and working with actual
human cadavers.
Much like working through the levels
of a video game though, students must
first complete course work and class projects before they are able to work with the
cadavers.
Dan Selski, assistant professor of biology, explained how students learn about
each of the systems that make up the
structure of the human body one at a
time. These systems include the skeletal,
muscular, nervous and cardiovascular systems.
The idea is that students work their
way up to working with the cadavers each
time they learn about a new system by first
learning about one system, then completing projects that pertain to that particular
system, before finally being able to observe
and recognize the system when viewing
the actual human cadaver.
For example, when learning about the
muscular system, students begin by looking at the muscular system of a cat since it
greatly resembles that of a human but on
a smaller scale.
Once they learn to recognize the muscles within the cat cadaver, they are then
better able to recognize the same muscular
structure within the human cadaver. After

observing that system in the human cadaver, students then move on to learn about
the next system by repeating the same process of looking at other structures before
comparing them to the human structure.
Selski described how working with cadavers are effective educational tools because they are like looking at 3-D puzzles.
This is because students not only get
to look at each structural component as
they appear separate of the human body,
but are also able to view how those components appear within the body as well.
Also, for students studying to work in the
medical field, working with the cadavers
can sometimes also allow for them to notice different medical abnormalities within
a cadaver such as enlarged lymph nodes or
blocked arteries.
Cierra Miller, junior biology, explained
how being able to work with the cadavers
has greatly helped her to learn and succeed in her anatomy and physiology class.
“I can’t even imagine taking that class
without the cadavers,” Miller said.
For Miller, observing actual human
cadavers has been much more beneficial
than simply working with plastic repli-

Katharine lotze/observer

BODIES Students study for their lab by
working with anatomical models on Tuesday, March 6. (ABOVE) Adam Sykes, Katie
Frazier and Nick Meyers. (TOP RIGHT)
Cierra Miller. (RIGHT) Darlene Farias,
Dana Oie, Laura Becerra, Ronae Jull.

cas since they do not serve justice to how
the structure of the human body actually
looks.
Miller also explained how she is grateful to have the opportunity to work with
the cadavers as an undergraduate so that
by the time she goes on to medical school,
seeing a human cadaver will no longer
come as a shock. She will therefore be better able to focus on learning new material
since everything else will already feel repetitive and normal.
According to Jason Irwin, associate
professor of biology, it is not only uncommon for a school as small as Central to
have even one cadaver lab, it is also uncommon for undergraduates to work with
the cadavers since most schools only allow
for graduate students to do so.
“Getting to view cadavers is becoming

more common, but undergrads getting to
actually dissect them is not,” Selski said.
According to Selski, most universities
only allow for undergraduate students to
view human cadavers without letting them
hold any of the internal organs. Even
graduate students are often limited with
how much they can actually work with the
cadavers.
Currently, Central’s cadaver labs have
a combined total of six human cadavers.
The cadavers are provided by the University of Washington Medical Center, and
all names and causes of death of the cadavers are kept confidential. Each cadaver
is kept for up to two years before being returned to the medical center where they
are then cremated and the ashes are sent
back to the families.

New I4IE showcases future plans
BY Justin Ruhe

Staff Reporter

There is a new program within the
College of Business; The Institute for Entrepreneurship and Innovation (I4IE) is
geared towards helping students and faculty members with entrepreneurial ideas
and aspirations.
According to Roy Savoian, the dean of
the College of Business and executive director of the program, the institute’s main
focus is to help students create a business
plan, to further develop a speaker’s series,
and to establish an advisory council to
help guide the programming.
“Basically the means by which we can
gather all the resources and expertise for
creating an idea or starting a business,”
Savoian said.
One of the main events the institute
will be doing is a business plan competition, where students will create an abstract
for business ideas they have, and compete
against other students, to eventually create
the best business plan.
Mentors will pair up with the students
to help them develop their abstracts and
business plans.
The abstracts will be evaluated by a
panel of judges, and the students with the
best abstracts will then be required to cre-

ate a full business plans to be judged again
by another panel in early April. Finally
students with the best business plan will
develop an oral presentation to be presented at SOURCE on May 17.
SOURCE is an all-day event that showcases scholarly and creative work that students have completed throughout the year.
“It’s one whole day where we celebrate
student work,” said Professor Natalie Lupton, chair of SOURCE. “We encourage
all students to do it.”
The material covered at SOURCE includes scientific work, creative expression,
artwork, musical pieces and theatre. A new
category will be added at SOURCE this
year as well, for students who can create
three-dimensional objects. The category is
called creative works, and is for tangible
objects that students make.
“If students participate in SOURCE
they’ll find it’s a really rewarding experience, especially towards academic and
professional growth,” Lupton said.
The business plan will be a huge focus
at SOURCE this year. First place will receive a $5,000 dollar prize, second place
will receive a $3,000 prize, and third place
will get a $2,000. All prize money will go
towards helping students get their business
plan off the ground and into action.
Students are encouraged to enter the

competition, and info as well as the guidebook for business plans will be posted on
the SOURCE webpage March 5.
The program has been receiving a lot
of positive feedback and funding. The
Institute has recently received a $15,000
grant from the Herbert B. Jones Foundation out of Bellevue. The grant is promised
for three years, bringing the total amount
of grant money to $45,000. The program
has also received a $10,000 grant from the
Galloway and Nielson Foundation based
out of Cle Elum.
The institute has also established a
speaker series, working on bringing venture capitalists, entrepreneurs, and business leaders to the university to inspire and
advise students.
On Feb. 29, in the SURC Theatre, Patricia Galloway, CEO and Kris Nielson,
chairman and president of Pegasus-Global Holdings Inc., an extremely successful
managing consulting firm, came to speak
to students about how to succeed in making their business global.
“Don’t base your decision to go into
a foreign country just because you had a
nice vacation there,” Galloway said.
The couple spoke on issues such as how
to know what countries to put a business
in, cultural norms of other countries, picking a business partner, the Foreign Cor-

rupt Practices Act, currency issues and
loans among other advice.
The program is also being supported
by the co-inventor of the Bowflex and
co-founder of the Nautilus Group, 1974
Central graduate Roland (Sandy) Wheeler. Among other business achievements
Wheeler was also selected as the 2011
Distinguished Alumnus for the College of
Business.
Wheeler’s role will be the Entrepreneur-in-residence, and he will help with
assisting students, creating an advisory
board, and helping to create a network
of entrepreneurs and business leaders.
Wheeler will be able to bring an experienced perspective to the program, being
that he is an entrepreneur who graduated
from Central.
Savoian is currently switching his role
from dean of the College of Business to
executive director of the I4IE.
“I’m really looking forward to focusing
my attention on the Institute and working
more directly with students and others interested in developing their ideas into successful businesses,” Savoian said.
The results of the business plan competition at SOURCE will be an exciting
and interesting thing to look forward to,
especially for those who get involved on
campus.
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Central’s future campus face lift
BY ZACH SMITH

Staff Reporter

BONNIE DAVIDSON/OBSERVER

SCIENCE! Plans for the Science Phase II remodel are shown above, overlaid on a
current map of campus. The new construction will significantly re-structure the area.

is scheduled for completion in August of
2015. The estimated budget for this project is approximately $66 million.
Building a new NEHS building, which
will also be located in the “science neighborhood,” is a continuation of the university’s plan to unify the college of the sciences.
“It’s a very logical master plan for them

Getting heated

Talk heats up after fireside chat comment
BY KIMBERLY WEBSTER

Staff Reporter
WITH CONTRIBUTIONS
BY KATHARINE LOTZE

Editor in Chief

With recent cuts throughout Central
Washington University, it is no wonder
that the $500,000 retention incentive bonus granted to President Gaudino by the
Board of Trustees (BOT) is causing controversy.
At the Fireside Chat Feb 27, President
Gaudino was asked about the Earn It program.
Earn It, deemed as such by the United
Faculty of Central (UFC), outlines a list of
goals and challenges for President James
Gaudino to meet or exceed as he works
to earn the compensation package he accepted from the BOT last year.
Taylor Steele, international studies student, inquired about the administration’s
response to the program as well as if any
methods have been outlined to achieve
said goals.

Gaudino gave no framework for
achieving the goals laid out by the Earn It
campaign and instead seemed to insinuate
his reactions would be entirely reliant on
the BOT.
“The trustees set the goals that I am to
reach not the faculty unit or the BOD,”
Gaudino said, during the ﬁreside chat. “It
will be the trustees drum that I march to
not necessarily any campaign group that
wants to deﬁne these outcomes.”
His response also lacked any discussion
of goals established up by the BOT.
According to Bob Hickey, the president
of UFC, upon placing a freedom of information request for the president’s performance standards, they were given the
strategic plan and the president’s contract.
But nowhere in either document is
there any sort of measurable standards for
the president’s performance.
“A quick search of any documents related to the board of trustees doesn’t turn
up,” said Holly Pinkart, vice president of
UFC. “At the moment it isn’t clear if any
goals exist.”

[facilities planning and construction] to be
working with,” said Vince Nethery, chair
of NEHS. “The proximity of all these
buildings can do nothing but facilitate
linkages among the faculty and programs
that reside in each of these buildings.”
The NEHS project is currently in the
pre-design portion of the project and is
scheduled to be completed in September

On the Earn It website can be found
Gaudino responded to the Earn It
the goals that UFC members would like to campaign on Tuesday, stating that it is the
see Gaudino strive for.
BOT’s job to deﬁne his performance stanGoals such as enhancing Central’s dards, not the UFC.
academic reputation, restoring funding to
Gaudino said the Earn It campaign is
Academic Affairs and Student Life, and only one opinion of his performance.
by raising $30 mil“That is one
lion over his ﬁve
voice out of the
contract years.
many and I have to
It will be the trustees listen to the many,”
“We think they
[the goals] are very
drum that I march to, not Gaudino said.
reasonable considAccording
to
necessarily any campaign Gaudino,
ering his position
providand the amount of
group that wants to define ing him with a reincentive money he
tention incentive
these outcomes.
has been given,”
is cheaper than
Pinkart said.
searching for a new
What it comes
-James Gaudino
president.
down to is student
He added that
President
response and what
the cost of the
the students want
search for him reto see from adminportedly cost the
istration.
university $225,000.
“The mission of this university is you
In addition, a new president would also
all,” Hickey said. “If I were the students likely require a pay raise. Gaudino said the
I would be asking what I would be getting retention incentive allows the university to
for this.”
According to Hickey, that half million delay the payment for ﬁve years, as opdollar incentive is equivalent to roughly 18 posed to dipping into the current budget
to pay for the search for a new president.
classes per year for ﬁve years.
Gaudino also stated that retention in“I personally think that’s horrible in
centive
will be taken out of the overall
these times but he got it [the incentive],
university budget, not from tuition dollars.
alright earn it,” Hickey said.

“

“

When the Central Washington University graduating class of 2012 returns
for their ten-year reunion, they will ﬁnd a
campus that has undergone a signiﬁcant
face-lift.
There are currently three major capital projects in the works at Central. Upon
completion, these new buildings will serve
as the new home for the communication,
nutrition exercise and health sciences
(NEHS), geological sciences and physics
departments.
“I’ve been here 15 years and it’s [campus] changed a lot,” said Bill Yarwood, director of facilities planning and construction. “It’s really given us an opportunity
to have a big impact on campus.… I think
it’s really going to be a big improvement.”
Among these improvements is the renovation of the Samuelson Union Building
(SUB). Along with housing the communication department, the renovated SUB
will also provide a centrally located technology center.
“It’s [renovation] a little more green
than putting a whole building in a landﬁll,” Yarwood said. “And it really needs to
be in the middle of campus.”
The SUB project, which also includes
the demolition and reconstruction of the
building’s south end, is currently in the ﬁnal stages of the schematic design portion
of the project. The building’s projected
date of completion is January of 2016
with an estimated budget of approximately $60 million.
According to Yarwood, funding for all
academic buildings come directly from the
state.
One of the main goals of these projects,
according to Yarwood, is to consolidate all
of the College of the Sciences into one
neighborhood. Yarwood said the current
science building was originally supposed
to include geological sciences and physics,
but funding only allowed enough space for
the biology and chemistry departments.
The new science building, which has
been dubbed “Science Phase II,” is currently in the schematic design portion of
this project. The building will be located
just south of the Japanese Gardens and

of 2017. The estimated budget for this
project is approximately $45 million.
While unifying the college of the sciences was a main goal of these projects,
the need for a new NEHS building stems
far beyond proximity to the other science
departments.
Nethery said that NEHS currently occupies over ten buildings on campus and
that there is no space for teaching or research. Nethery also said there are often
several classes in one lab, and students and
faculty must work their schedules around
lab availability.
“Yes, of course we need the new building,” Nethery said. “How do you educate
400 students in a building [Purser Hall]
designed to educate 40 students?”
According to documents in the NEHS
proposal for a new facility, in April 2009,
Dan McCann, professor of human physiology at Gonzaga University, assessed
NEHS in terms of legitimacy and quality. In his review, McCann was critical of
NEHS’s facilities.
“One would be hard pressed to state
that the current facilities and equipment
available for teaching and research are
strengths,” McCann said. “It is clear…
that a major challenge for NEHS is meeting the increased need for a comprehensive facility that would bring together
faculty and staff ofﬁces and increase the
number of quality teaching and research
laboratories.”
The need for a new NEHS building is,
in large part, due to the recent inﬂux of
students into the program. Nethery said
the increase of students is directly related
to the current job market.
“Careers in health care occupy the
largest portion of future employment for
the next decade and on,” Nethery said.
“There is a driving need for individuals
who are educated in preventative and restorative health care.”
Future job opportunities may have
played a role in the decision to embark on
these projects, but the most pressing need
is to provide Central students with the facilities they need for a proper education.
“You wouldn’t get new buildings on
campus if their current educational needs
in these departments are being met,”
Nethery said.
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Group’s final potentially saves lives

BY JEANETTE Genson

Staff Reporter

Every year, seniors in the computer
science program at Central Washington
University complete a culminating project. Students divide up into groups, and
each group spends two quarters creating a
product for a client.
Team RISC is one such group, developing a cutting edge GPS visualization
application that will have the ability to display real time GPS measurements of the
Pacific Northwest’s tectonic plate movement.
Once this project is complete, people
all over the world will have access to charts
that show where these GPS’s are and
watch live data of movements that cause
earthquakes and tsunamis.
The students working on this project
are enrolled in CS 480 and 481, which
spans over fall and winter quarter. This
gives the students six months to create and
implement the project in which they are
assigned.
Megan Kostick, senior computer science, is the project leader, as well as the
software developer and tester. Kostick
is working alongside Rosie Stahl, Kyle
Kinkade, Wendy Stockwell and Sergio
Abundiz.
“It’s hopefully going to be used for
emergency response, because obviously
if an earthquake is coming the earth will
move during that earthquake,” Kostick
said.
The data that is being collected by
these GPS’s is currently being interpreted,

but until now there has been no way to
simply measure the data.
The client that has requested this information is a research organization
called the Pacific Northwest Geodetic Array (PANGA) that goes through Central.
PANGA operates the GPS units that are
bolted to the ground throughout the Cascadia subduction zone.
Tim Melbourne, Craig Scrivner, Walter Szeliga and Marcelo Santillan are the
four PANGA representatives that have
been working with Team RISC.
Walter Szeliga, research professor, is a
part of the research team at PANGA. Szeliga said the GPS instruments work similar
to what many people have in their car; it
tracks the motion of the earth very accurately with large antennas.
The GPS visualization application
may have important purposes other than
tracking the movement of tectonic plates.
PANGA is working with contacts in Seattle who do reference networks for the
entire state to place the instruments and
collect data.
PANGA and individuals in Seattle are
working together so that eventually the visualization app can be used for more conventional jobs in a wider array of fields.
“People who do work like digging
sewage lines, people who drive tractors
to plant crops, they can use [GPS visualization applications] to put their tractors
basically on auto pilot,” Szeliga said. “So
they can have little GPS instruments that
tell them where they are and then communicate with our radio network through
the Washington State Reference Network,

to drive their tractor.”
The people powering said tractors will
be able to operate them without actually
driving them, while avoiding gas lines, water mains and other obstacles that could
be in the way. This method could apply
to many different jobs that involve large
equipment.
The term ‘real-time’ is used, but the
information lags approximately three seconds. The data is collected through cell
phone networks and arrives at Hebeler
Hall.
On a large-scale effort, this app could
potentially give the public anywhere from
45 seconds to a minute of earthquake
warning, and possibly minutes in case of
a tsunami.
Allowing students to lead this project
“…was actually a nice burden lifted off
our shoulders. We don’t have to worry
about having people that are just going to
move in and move out; especially because
this was part of a class project, there was
other incentive to have it completed on
time,” Szeliga said.
The clock is ticking for Team RISC;
they must have the project completed by
Friday. Kostick said she feels good about
the teams progress in terms of their upcoming due date.
“It’s very specific how we’re supposed
to work with the graph and how we’re
supposed to make it look to show the data;
and it’s real time so it’s always changing
and moving, so we’re still working on getting that exactly how the client wants it,”
Kinkade said.
Kinkade said the biggest hurdle has

been working with other people that are
involved in the process outside of the team
members.
The class CS 480-481 has five other
groups of students working on extensive projects as well. One of the groups
is working on tracking requirement and
graduation progress for the DHC.
Another group is improving a project
for actuary research that was produced
eight to ten years ago and is in need of
add-ons. A third group is in conjunction
with geographers to build an application
intended for Android phones.
Students in a different group are updating software that only hooks up to a
20-year-old hard drive that is used to collect data that geologists have scanned from
lake bed mud samples.
Also, a group is making software to help
automate the process of deciding what
grants should be chosen by the group’s client, which is an organization that reviews
chemistry, biology and geology grants.
The course “is meant to draw together
on aspects of their whole education,” said
James Schwing, Department of Computer
Science Chair.
The projects chosen for the teams are
carefully selected by Schwing and other faculty members in the department.
Teams present throughout the quarter on
their progress to their instructor and the
rest of the class.
“Over the years there have been some
really neat projects, and you know they
don’t always succeed exactly the way you
would like to see them succeed, but a lot of
them do,” Schwing said.
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BOD elections around the corner
BY GRACE BLANCHARD

Staff Reporter

Elections to become a member of the
Associated Students of Central Washington University Board of Directors positions are open for running. Students are
encouraged to participate in elections, either by running or voting.
For the effort, years, and currency people relinquish in order to attend college,
students are entitled to make choices involving the way the institution operates.
Unfortunately, very few members of
the student body are involved with things
that directly affect student life.
“The more student input we have, the
stronger we can represent them,” said
Steve Ross, board president.
All positions are open to be ﬁlled. Many
people in ofﬁce are graduating. Anyone
interested in representing students is welcome to run.
“Don’t be intimidated, give it a shot,”
Ross said. “Be conﬁdent in who you are, they

vote for the person, not for the position.”
The last day to ﬁle a packet to run is
April 4 at 4 p.m.
Heidi Merz is the go-to person to get
advice and guidance about running for ofﬁce. Her ofﬁce is in
SURC 236.
Packets are available
Primary debates
now online at www.
take place April 17,
cwu.edu/~ascwu.
and the primary
election day is April
18. Voters can cast
ballots online or at a voting booth.
A general debate is scheduled for May
9. On May 10, ﬁnal elections will determine who will represent the student body
for the next year.
Ross outlined some strong qualiﬁers for
a potential candidate.
A person who holds a position in ofﬁce
needs to be self-motivated, because the job
requires much more than the ofﬁcial job
description states.
The contract is for less than 20 hours
a week, but all the responsibilities that re-

quire attention take more time. The upside is that the ofﬁcers are able to make
individual schedules and work around
class times.
A high quality potential candidate
would be a person who can operate with
integrity to bring their position to a maximum level of effectiveness. It is necessary
to be teachable and unafraid to ask questions.
Ross said that a person in ofﬁce needs
to be a team player.
Luckily for whoever is next voted in, former ofﬁcers created continuity binders to
provide guidelines on how to run a position.
Allyson Mundy holds the position of
Vice President of Academic Affairs. She
is a junior in Business Administration specializing in Organizational Management,
with a Philosophy minor. Mundy ran last
year and talked about what running was
like. She described it as a whirlwind.
“It all happened really quick,” Mundy
said.
Running required learning to speak in

public, which can be stressful.
After having the summer to get settled
in, Mundy knew that she loved her job.
“It really helps you ﬂourish as a person,” Mundy said.
James Rae, Vice President for Student
Life and Facilities and political science
and psychology senior, said a new elected
ofﬁcial should be motivated to have ideas
to bring whatever unique experiences he/
she may have to make a difference. It requires alot of time and effort, but the work
he accomplishes is highly gratifying.
“It doesn’t feel like a job, it feels like a
service opportunity,” Rae said. “It’s serving students at the highest level.”
Becoming part of the decision making process is not limited to being elected
to represent student concerns and rights.
The general population has a responsibility to retain privileges that others have
strived to achieve.
“You have that input, you are representing the student voice,” Ross said. “That is
deﬁnitely what we are here to do.”

Current BOD Members
President

Executive VP

Steve Ross

Paul Stayback

VP for Clubs and Orgs.

VP for Academic Affairs

Equity and Community Affairs

Student Life and Facilities

Legislative Affairs

Maylin Sevilla

Allyson Mundy

KJ Stilling

James Rae

Mike Merz

BOD discusses
grads, tuition,
elections

Allyson Mundy, vice president of
academic affairs. “This means students are primarily funding the
school rather than state.”
Other news at the meeting was
the student print catalog will be
eliminated and will be electronic
version upon request only.
Seniors who are getting ready
BY ALEA THORNE
to
graduate will possibly have a
Staff Reporter
new networking system set in
Associated Students of Cen- place with Central Alumni. Executral Washington University Board tive Vice President Paul Stayback
of Directors (ASCWU-BOD) an- along with the sociology departnounced a $3.5 to $5.5 million ment is organizing a graduates
budget cut to take place next alumni organization that will allow students more opportunities
year at their meeting on Feb 28.
“The price of tuition is close to after graduation.
“With the economy the way
the price of construction, “said
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it is and what the university currently does not have in place
at the university level with the
alumni to contact students who
are trying to do something and
help ourselves,” Stayback said.
Student elections are coming
up for the student trustee, elections commission, and S&A Committee. At this time they are looking for applications which are
due at the end of March.
“We are looking for another
student and competency will be
key in placing a student on the
committee,” Stayback said. “It
is quite important we receive a
large amount of funding and its
effects many things on campus.
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For More Information

The ASWCU BOD is also up for
new elections for next year. Applications are available online
and in the Student Union room
203.
“Working for your BOD is a
once in a lifetime opportunity,”
said Marilyn Sevilla, vice president of clubs and organizations.
“It is very exciting, you’ll be learning a lot, meeting new people
and you’ll be representing your
school.”
Lastly at the BOD meeting
Mundy announced that Dead
Day during Finals week will no
longer be in place, starting next
year. This will allow for more available times during finals weeks.
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ond Street.
§ A person reportedly tried to
urinate in a gas tank on East Eighteenth Avenue.
§ A person reported that a drunk
male was trying to get into her residence and her husband was talking to him through the door.
§ A person reported that they
had been told that law enforcement was looking for him. He requested a phone call to meet them.
§ A rock was reportedly thrown
through a window of a residencw
§ People were reportedly cut§ A person reported that some- on North Clearview Drive.
§ A person reported that her
ting down trees and burning them one was driving with a spotlight up
ex-roommate was tearing up her
in the road at Lake Kachess Sno- Reecer Creek Road.
Park.
§ A horse was reportedly stand- mail.
§ A person reported that a pair
§ A woman reported that a ing in the roadway on Hanson
of ﬁshermen’s hip waders and
person is harassing her and posted Road.
her car for sale on Craigslist with
§ A horse was reportedly stolen shorts were draped over the back
of her car when she woke up.
her name and phone number.
from Hungry Junction.
§ People were reportedly shoot§ A person reported that a man
§ A person reportedly called
was threatening to throw rocks at with questions regarding using cel- ing guns on Vantage Highway and
the reporting party was concerned
him.
lular devices while driving.
§ A trash can was reportedly on
§ People were reportedly jump- for the horses in the area.
§ Two pigs were reportedly runﬁre on East Seventh Avenue.
ing their skateboards on the steps ning up and down Pfenning Road
§ The odor of marijuana was of Wendell Hill Hall.
a few hours.
reported on the bottom ﬂoor on a
§
A
person
reportedly
walked
§ Four horses and a mule were
residence of North Pearl Street.
into
a
building
on
West
First
reportedly
loose on Moe Road.
§ A person reported that they
Street,
said
“welcome
to
stardom”
§
Water
was reportedly running
were at a party and several people
and
left
a
not
on
the
desk
about
over
Red
Bridge
road.
who had been drinking had left in
§
A
person
reported
that a vehelium and atoms.
cars.
hicle
had
caused
damage
in the
§ A roof was reportedly on ﬁre
§ A group of people who had
been drinking were reportedly at a residence on Brick Road.
Japanese Garden.
carrying alcohol bottles and a tri§ A person reported that a cam§ A person reported possible
cycle down Juniper Avenue.
era
had been stolen from his propunderage drinking on West Sec-

BOT approves S&A funds
BY KARINA CALDERON

Staff Reporter

The mood at the Board of Trustees
(BOT) meeting on March 2, was very
calm and peaceful even though the approval for large amounts of money from
different areas was to be discussed late in
the meeting.
The ﬁrst request to be discussed by the
BOT came from Services and Activities
committee (S&A). S&A requested supplemental allocations to various areas. A
total of $16,494.78 was approved by the
board for one time use to be awarded to:
• Travel support for Nutrition, Exercise and Health Sciences to
compete in the Nutrition College
Bowl- $977.14.
• Travel support for Alpha Kappa
Psi students to attend the Professional Business Leadership Institute- $7,160.00.
• Travel support for the CWU Wind
Ensemble to perform at the Washington Music Educators Conference- $1,368.80.
• Travel support for the CWU Wind
Ensemble to perform at the Columbia Basin Wind Ensemble
combined concert-$1,074.84.
• Travel support for the CWU
Women’s Choir to perform at
the Washington Music Educators
Conference- $695.
• Goods and services allowance
to the Student Academic Senate for publicity and advertisement-$5,129.
The second item discussed for approval
of the reallocation of the S&A Fees base
budget to fund the student rights and responsibilities conduct case manager position. The action was approved.
The next item up for action delegates
authority to the vice president for business and ﬁnancial affairs, or designee, to
proceed with the Major Capital Project

Close-Out Process for Final Completion
and Final Acceptance of the Medium
Voltage Feeder Upgrade Project in Brook
Lane Villiage. The BOT approved this
motion.
The BOT approved the Central Washington University Policy 2-30-055 and endorsed Procedure 3-70-0035, Education
Beneﬁts for Eligible Staff Dependents and
Retirees.
This policy allows for eligible staff dependents and eligible retired staff to take
courses at Central and get up to 50 percent of their tuition waived. Central will
be the only institution in Washington to
apply such a policy.
An on-line survey was conducted during January to get input on this policy. According to the motion sent to the BOT, out
of 511 responses from eligible full-time
faculty and staff, 96 percent were in favor
of the policy indicating that it would be a
great tool to retain staff and recruit new
staff at Central.
The last two actions passed by the BOT
was the approval of naming the Hogue
Technology, ﬁrst ﬂoor lobby to the Brian
and Elizabeth Clarke Lobby, and naming
the Hogue Technology Research Lab to
the Peter C. Gaudino and Hassell C. Keatts Research Lab.
According to the motion submitted
to the BOT Brian Clarke’s “professional
experience has proven to be beneﬁcial to
Central’s success. He dedicated his time to
support and grow Central’s safety program
and served as an industry volunteer for the
safety program for over seven years. Jim
and Katie Gaudino who have taken an
active role in fundraising at Central, want
to honor Jim and Katie’s fathers, Peter C.
Gaudino and Hassell C. Keatts by naming
the research lab after them.”
Many items were approved at the BOT
meeting and if further information is need
visit the Central Washington University
Board of Trustees website: http://www.
cwu.edu/~board.

erty.
§ A train was reportedly blocking State Route 97.
§ A person reported that they
had almost been run off the road.
§ A person reported that one of
the residents had someone staying with them who was not on the
lease and wanted to know how to
remove them.
§ A brown and white horse was
in Brick Road.
§A person reported that their
neighbors had trapped their cat
and took it to the animal shelter.
§ A person reported that they
left their purse and keys in the
Wendell Hill coffee shop.
§ A person reported that a man
was locked inside a guest bathroom
and the dead bolt had broken.
§ A table leg had broken off it
in Wendell Hill lounge.
§ A person reported that their
neighbors were burning illegally.
§ A man was reportedly walking on the railroad tracks with his
hat pulled down near Rosa Dam.
§ A man was reportedly harassing customers at a store, taking
merchandise outside then bringing
it back in and pushing buttons on
registers.
§ A person reported that they
had received a call around midnight from someone claiming to
be the Yakima Police. She gave
them her address.
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Observer editors weigh in on reasons why students attend college
From an early age parents tell their children to study
hard and get good grades so they can go to college and get
a good job and make lots of money.
It’s the modern day fairy tale,
anyone with a college education
can go as far as they want to.
Unfortunately, a college education doesn’t necessarily guarantee a
good job or a hefty paycheck.
The beginning salary for a journalism graduate can be between
$20,000 and $25,000 according to
journalismjobs.com, assuming that
a graduate ﬁnds a job in their ﬁeld.
NICHOLE
That works out to be between
WILLIAMSON
$10.40 and $13 an hour. I know a
Asst. News Editor
waitress that makes more than that
before tips.
Instead of looking at college as
a chance to make bank, it needs to be looked at as an
educational opportunity to grow. At no other time do students have the opportunity to learn anything, be anything
that they want to be.
With such diverse offerings college is the time to pick
up new skills and develop new interests that would otherwise go unnoticed.
Do what needs to be done to be what you want to be,
but don’t be afraid to stop and smell the roses.
Branch out and make the most of this break before the
real world 40 hours a week drudge begins. Take a photography course or study the psychology behind role-playing
games or if feeling particularly brave, take a year to explore the world and gain an international perspective.
It’s important to take advantage of this time to socialize and buff out the edges of your resume with clubs,
honors, and interests that show you are a unique person
and not the product of a money-hungry diploma mill.
Engage professors in conversation express your interests
and network, you never know who’s going to help you
land the next dream job.
After all keeping with the theme of fairy tales, do what
you love and the money will come.

Customer service me
Always have chocolate ice cream, pineapple at the ready
Great customer service can make a restaurant.
At the same time, poor service can be
the death of any business, no matter how
awesome its product.
It makes me feel
special when I’m
greeted with a smile.
I’m usually a pretty
happy guy, so it’s nice
to see that happiness
reciprocated by employees.
If you start with
a smile and treat me
warmly I’ll be on
WES MORROW
your side forever. I’d
News Editor
be just like that crappy Bruno Mars song. I’d catch a grenade
for you. I’d never complain about the food
for you, jump in front of spilled lemonade
for you.
I really hate our current concept of tipping. I think it’s a social circle jerk.
If you treat me with respect and make
me feel welcome I’ll probably give you a
really good tip. But if you don’t then I’m
not going to give you a tip at all.
You can complain all day about how
you get paid less because the difference is
supposed to be made up in tips. But to be
honest, if you don’t deserve it I won’t give
it to you.
Call me a jerk all you want, but if you
fail to meet an extremely simple, basic
part of your job then I see no reason why

I should give you any more money than I
have to.
That’s right—smiling, being polite,
treating customers with respect, these
things are all part of your job.
You’re not just a food conveyor belt.
I wouldn’t tip a food conveyor belt, and
I won’t tip you if that’s all you are. Is it really so hard to be nice when you’re getting
paid for it?
I’ve worked in positions where I relied
on tips. I’ve felt the scorn of someone who
doesn’t tip. But I also have this belief that
if I didn’t get the grade, or tip, or pay raise
I wanted then I didn’t do everything I
could have.
I understand that life’s not fair. Sometimes you do your best and you just don’t
get the recognition you deserve. But you
never get anywhere by accepting the unfairness of life.
I have this background on my desktop
that’s sort of gazing at me right now. It’s
got a beautiful natural landscape overlayed with the text “You will never be good
enough.”
I like it because it reminds me that I
always need to try harder. At some point
you’ve got to realize you’re running yourself into the ground, but until your family holds an intervention for your extreme
work ethic, there’s probably still room for
improvement.
Being friendly and energetic will take
you a long way with your customers, your
boss, even your fellow employees.

Going to a university should be all about getting in,
obtaining a degree and moving on. That degree, and the
years spent toward it, should translate into money.
If school is going to have astronomical costs, leading to many
students graduating in an ocean of
debt, than why shouldn’t the college
experience be about having ﬁnancial
stability after graduation?
We spend 13 years of our life
learning a multitude of disciplines,
from English to math to theatre arts.
By the time college rolls around,
most students have an idea of what
they are interested in.
AMBER BENOIT
At this point, they should be able
Copy Desk Chief
to start school in the ﬁeld they want
to get into. Quit wasting time with
requiring general education classes.
Two years are wasted, just so that every department can
get a little bit of money from the tuition charges.
Perhaps this is why attendance is increasing at technical colleges.
College loan debt is a huge issue for many students.
They spend at least four years acquiring more and more
debt. A few of these years are spent on classes, which honestly, probably won’t really help them at all in the future
or add to their overall education.
Everyone has taken “that class:” the class that is a
waste of both the students and professors time, just one
of those ﬁllers that got thrown in as a general education
option. Why is money being wasted on these classes?
Perhaps, junior colleges need to be all about general
education requirements and helping those who don’t
know what they want to do ﬁgure out their career and
education path, and then universities can be styled more
like tech schools and admit students straight into major
programs of study.
Then those who want college for education can go one
way and those who want a degree for ﬁnancial stability
won’t have to waste their time, or money, on classes they
don’t want.

Never underestimate the power of a them to power my spaceship so I can resmile.
turn to my home planet. I’m trying to colBeing snarky and annoyed at the peo- lect all the pineapple in the world so I can
ple you interact with won’t get you very corner the pineapple industry.”
far, that is, unless you write a weekly colI mean, it’s a burger place. What the
umn in the newspaper. Then it’ll get you hell else would I want it for? I was remindpretty far.
ed of this episode when I went to Dairy
We work most of the night on Monday Queen last night.
and Tuesday for the paper, and I usually
Dairy Queen has this thing where they
don’t have time to go home all day until can make you feel like a total idiot for askafter work, so I make a run to get food ing the simplest question.
somewhere between 5 and 9 p.m.—mostly
For some reason, despite being a softbecause it’s impossible to ﬁnd any decent serve ice cream place, only certain Dairy
food after 9 or 10.
Queen’s have chocoThe other day I
ice cream. I have
I’d be just like that crappy late
was at a burger place
no idea why this is.
which shall remain Bruno Mars song. I’d catch It doesn’t make any
nameless. I walked a grenade for you. I’d never sense to me.
into this particular
Also, for some
innominate
sand- complain about the food for
reason, every Dairy
wich shop and wait- you, jump in front of spilled
Queen seems to reed at the counter.
fuse to acknowledge
lemonade for you.
A woman came
the existence of any
up and asked me
other Dairy Queens.
what I wanted. Now, I eat at this place So I’ll go to the one in Tacoma on South
quite a lot, to which the tally on the board Tacoma Way and ask if they have chocoin the newsroom will attest. So I wanted to late ice cream (which, by the way, they do.
mix things up.
Or at least they did last time I was there.).
I turned to burger lady and asked her if
And when I ask they’ll treat me like I’m
they had pineapple.
a total idiot.
She looked at me like I’d just spit in her
They’re like, “Sir, we are an ice cream
face and went, “What for?”
place. Of course we have chocolate ice
Now, that may sound like a normal cream.”
enough answer, although, I don’t think it’s
And then later, I’ll go to the Dairy
any of her business what I do with pine- Queen in Ellensburg and ask if they have
apple in the privacy of my own home.
chocolate ice cream and they’ll look at me
It was the way she said it that threw me like I’m the world’s biggest idiot as well,
off. I actually got a little ﬂustered by how and they’ll say, “No, we don’t have chocoirritated she sounded. It was almost like late ice cream. What the hell is wrong with
she couldn’t possibly understand what I you?” Maybe not in so many words, but
could want pineapple for.
they say it with their eyes.
I was just like, “Uhh, for my burger...”
So it’s pretty much a lose-lose. When it
While I’m secretly thinking, “I want to comes to Dairy Queen and chocolate ice
wear it like a prince albert. I want to use cream, nobody wins.

“

“

For a long time, a college degree in the United States
meant the promise of a good job and a high salary. But in
today’s world, college has become more about the experience and education than ﬁnancial
stability after graduation.
These days, the jobs with the
highest salaries require the highest
college degrees. However, because
everybody has been told that college
equals a high-paying job, everyone is
out to get their degree.
And with unemployment rates so
high, even college graduates are having a hard time ﬁnding work within
their ﬁeld.
KATHARINE
LOTZE
The decision to go to college
Editor-in-chief
should be about the education and
the experience. Required classes are
there for a reason. Departments plan
their curriculum carefully to include all the areas of study
students will need to either continue their education or
successfully enter the job market. Classes teach skills,
knowledge and theories that are not easily learned on the
job, or that jobs already require employees to know.
The college experience is much more than what is
learned in the classroom: it’s about leaving the nest and
students getting the chance to spread their wings. The
experiences college students encounter outside the classroom can affect, for better or worse, the rest of their lives.
College is a transitional period in life for people to experiment, in the classroom and out, with their likes and
dislikes.
No ﬁeld of study is guaranteed a grand paycheck.
There are a few majors that lead to a higher salary than
others. However, it all depends on how well the potential
employee absorbed their education and experience in college: did they study hard and gain all the knowledge they
needed to actually acquire a job in the post-grad world?
Or did they choose a major based on the ﬁnancial stability of their possible career choices?
College is, after all, called “higher education,” not
“higher salary.”
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Helmet hitmen cash in

KATHARINE lotze/observer

FIRE IN THE SKY A pink sunset falls over Manastash Ridge on
January 13, 2012.

“It was one of those March days when the
sun shines hot and the wind blows cold:
when it is summer in the light, and winter
in the shade.“
--Charles Dickens
Good luck with your finals and have a fun
and safe spring break, Wildcats!
From your friends at the Observer

For the past three seasons the New Orleans Saints operated a bounty program
with a pool of up to $50,000 for injuring
opposing players.
The Saints organization is coming under fire lately. The
program is now the
second biggest news
out of the organization since they
placed the franchise
tag on quarterback
Drew Brees.
All jokes aside,
this is a very serious
issue.
Danny SchmidT
Players received
Sports Editor
$1,000 for a “cartoff,” which is when a player is injured so
badly he gets carried off the field. $1,500
was the amount players received for
knocking opposing players out. The figures doubled and tripled during the postseason. According to the NFL, between 22
to 27 players participated in the pool.
Former linebacker Jonathan Vilma
placed a $10,000 target on Brett Favre in
the 2009 NFC championship game.
Former defensive coordinator Greg
Williams, along with current Saints head
coach Sean Payton will surely be punished
for their actions, but probably not as much
as some are saying. Williams is currently
the Rams defensive coordinator, but who
knows how much longer he’ll hold that title. Williams and Payton both knew about
the pool. Williams’ fierey attitude is fitting
for this discovery.
I don’t think Williams will lose his job. I
actually don’t think anyone will. But there
will certainly be strict punishments from
the office of NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell, as there should be.
What New Orleans had going is disturbing. Football is obviously a very violent
sport, so there is no reason to add incen-

tives for injuring players. The operation
began in 2009, the year the Saints won the
Super Bowl, so it’s not a huge surprise they
continued the operations.
The past three seasons we thought we
were watching one of the best defenses in
the game. What we thought were clean,
tough hits were planned out. When they
decked Kurt Warner and Favre in the
2009 playoffs, it wasn’t just to get to the
Super Bowl; it was because both quarterbacks had dollar signs above their helmets.
The league will now investigate other
teams to see if anything similar has happened outside of New Orleans. Some
present and former head coaches have
already come out and assured the public
they would never let anything similar happen. Rex Ryan was one of those coaches.
His New York Jets have been one of the
hardest-hitting defenses the past few seasons. No word has come out of the Indianapolis Colts organization on whether or
not they held any bounties this past season. Sorry, I had to put one more in there.
Despite what coaches are saying, some
players have come out and said that rewards have always been a part of football.
Hall of fame defensive back Ronnie
Lott believes that the reward system starts
at a young age for football players. Helmet
stickers are typically given out to players
who lay big hits on opponents.
At my high school, one player from the
freshman team walked around the school
with a game ball every week. The ball was
awarded to the player who had the biggest
hit from the previous game. My school
wasn’t good at football, so we never performed any “cart-offs,” but I’m sure if we
had, that player would’ve been rewarded.
It’s sad, and shocking on some levels to
find out about the Saints. But this should
make everyone, from every level, take a
step back and evaluate how big hits are
looked at and rewarded.

Beware the ides of March: month of madness is upon us
In William Shakespeare’s play “Julius Caesar,” a soothsayer warned Julius
Caesar to “Beware the ides of March”.
Perhaps Shakespeare wrote this because
March has a sort of madness to it.
It is in this month that Mother Nature
seems to waken from a deep winter slumber. Like an adolescent child, Mother
Nature is simply trying to cope with the
surrounding world.
Trees begin to grow
buds which will turn
into blossoms attracting a commotion of
wildlife. This growth
as we all know can
be quite bothersome.
Some people might
simply describe it as
maddening.
Ben Pitman
The average colCopy Editor
lege student should
be in full agreement
with the statement “March Madness”.
This is crunch time. Between group projects and final presentations, it is indeed a
mad rush to spring break. To make March
even more maddening for Central students
in particular, spring break may exist in the
month of March easing the madness, but
it ends in March as well. This makes the
middle of March bitter sweet for college
students. “Beware the ides of March.”
After leaving college and moving on
to a professional career, the madness of
March does not go away. March is a time
of year when reviews are due. Those in
associate positions are hoping to get a
good review. A good review could mean
an increase in pay or even better a promotion. On the flip side of that coin these

associates may very well lose their jobs.
“Beware the ides of March.”
For those in middle management positions, March is spent taking care of everyday business, all while cranking out those
pesky reviews. While middle management is busy completing their reviews, upper management is briskly doing the same
task. This procedure goes all the way up
the corporate latter to the CEO’s of the
company who are doing their best to secure their position in the company. The
whole processing can make one want to
pull out one’s own hair. All of the madness that goes into completing these performance assessments makes March the
perfect month for reviews. “Beware the
ides of March.”
As a sports enthusiast I am also raging with madness. The baseball season is not quite here so I look indoors to
find my sports fix. March Madness has
me wrapped around its little pinky once
again. I came across this realization Monday night. I was on the edge of the couch
watching the Gonzaga Bulldogs use every
ounce of energy in the West Coast Conference championship game, only to fall
short against the Gaels of St. Mary’s. The
loss was disheartening however. Because
March is so maddening, the Bulldogs
hopes at a National Championship are
still alive. “Beware the ides of March.”
This Sunday is like Christmas morning
to college basketball players, coaches, and
sports columnists. The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) officials
will assign college teams to specific seeds
within the bracket that will engulf our
national interest for the next three weeks.
These invitations to the NCAA men’s bas-

ketball tournament are based off of the
overall performances by each team. This
is the ultimate performance assessment. It
is here within these seeds that the Bulldogs
of Gonzaga have earned a right to play
for the NCAA men’s basketball National
Championship.
The NCAA men’s basketball tournament is what patented the term “March
Madness”. There are over 200 teams
competing for one of 64 seats in this yearly
tournament. For many of the student athletes, this is their last chance at the spotlight.
Only a fraction of these student athletes will make it to play professionally.
Unfortunately, the rest of the student

athletes will be just that, student athletes.
Like the rest of us, they must rely on the
education granted to them to succeed in
the world.
The tournament is a keystone moment
in their young lives. Every missed basket or careless pass can bring a player to
a disappointing end to an otherwise successful collegiate career. March Madness
will send home those not ready to become
great.
The madness of March surrounds us
in every aspect of life. We simply cannot
escape it. The only solution is to embrace
the lunacy and go with it.
But do remember, “Beware the ides of
March”.

Dear Readers,

The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less
from readers on current issues. Please include your full
name and university affiliation: year and major, degree
and year graduated, or staff position and department.
To be printed in the following week’s issue, please e-mail
your letters to
cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com
by 5 p.m. Sunday. The Observer reserves the right to
reject or edited for style and length. All letters become
property of The Observer. Anonymous letters will not be
considered.
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Now I know my ABC’s

MENDE SMITH/OBSERVER

FUNDAMENTALS OF DESIGN Ceramics, photographs, and woodwork are
labors of love for three of Central’s most celebrated artists. (Left to right) Birchwood
pedestal table by Ryan Brislawn, a collection of small pottery bowls by Matt Armbrust,
and Chad Carignan’s back yard photo series from behind the streets of Ellensburg.

Top hats strut their stuff at Alley Cat Artists
“I was really glad to see how the show came together, these are some of our most
talented artists this year,” said Gregg Schlanger, professor, art department chair. “I am
truly pleased to have worked with them.”
Schlanger was not the only faculty member chatting among the gallery guests. Marji
A marriage of functionalism and beauty was the theme of the Alley Cat Artists show.
Morgan,
dean of students was welcomed in the crowd of alumni and faculty. She was
Simply titled; A.B.C—an acronym of the artist trio, which featured work by artists Matt
very
pleased
with the show. Morgan purchased a few ceramic pieces for her collection—
Armbrust, Ryan Brislawn and Chad Carignan, Central Washington University students.
At the First Friday Art Walk on March 2, there was live music provided by Megan taking them with her at the end of the evening.
Ryan Brislawn’s work is more utilitarian. When Morgan bought a few pieces for her
Love and the opening reception drew more than 200 art walkers to the event.
collection,
two of them were his.
The three friends and artists featured at this month’s show were Matt Armbrust, alum
“Marji
is
wonderful,” Brislawn said. “We love her so much, she comes in and supceramic artist, Ryan Brislawn senior studio art, and Chad Carignan, senior ceramics.
A 2012 MFA candidate, Armbrust spends 40 hours a week in the studio with his ports us.”
Brislawn also specializes in woodwork. In his senior show there is a single pedestal
hands in clay. From cleaning to prepping to throwing, Armbrust keeps busy doing his
table among vases and bowls. On the wall beside there is the
craft. For inspiration, he looks to the cultural inﬂuence of China
quote from which the table was ‘cut’ from Baltic birch plywood.
on ceramics.
“The design for this table came from a sound wave from a
“Peter Voulkos, has always inﬂuenced me, he was a ceram...The design for this table quote,” Brislawn said.
ic artist who was really big from about the early 70s to the late
90s—he just died recently, and no one really saw it as art and he
“It’s all there—I believe that banking institutions are more
came from a sound wave from
said it was art. He was the ﬁrst person to really throw something
dangerous
to our civil liberties than standing armies, and the
a quote by Thomas Jefferson. quote was said
this big into the world of ceramics.” Armbrust said.
by Thomas Jefferson. The reason I chose that
Armbrust talked passionately about the medium saying that
quote is because the woodworking style I was doing hails, uh,
clay is basically decomposing granite.
Colonial American woodworking.”
-RYAN BRISLAWN
Chad Carignan senior ceramics, works in two mediums.
Kristin Burm, senior cultural anthropology, is assistant curaThere is a series of black and white photographs depicting under
Senior studio art
tor at Alley Cat Artists where she has been interning since last
whelming objects from around backyards and alleys in Ellensfall. This is the ﬁnal show before she graduates and it has been a
burg.
challenging feat and has paid off exponentially in her experience.
The untitled collection looks like an assembly of ordinary objects, folding chairs,
In her right hand she holds a small counting ticker and with a keen eye on the door
vintage plank fencing, grass and space and sky. Carignan ﬁnds he has an eye for taking she clicks once for every patron who comes into the show.
still photos, as well as making ceramics.
“That is 127 so far, woo hoo,” Burm said. “And the night is still young.”
“The photography is another way to really communicate my work,” Carignan said.
Burm did all of the publicity, solicitation for sponsorship, found the caterers and even
“I have been applying more visual art into my work and I am really pleased how it is helped with the tedious installation of photos, wood, and ceramics. Catering for the
turning out. I am happy how well it translates my voice.”
event was provided by Occasions by Kelly and beer and wine by Raw Space.
Carignan’s photo series, he says, is about consumerism and consumption—dispos“It is pretty awesome to see such a great response to the show, especially since I am
able things.
just a student,” Burm said. “The artists picked all of the work to display—two of them
“This show is all about that, how we make and how we relate to items in our are doing a senior show, so, it is everything that they have done at Central, I just did all
lives,”Carignan said. “That’s kind of as far as I got with that—I am new to photogra- of the other work for the show.”
phy, I just photographed things I thought were interesting.”
The ABC Venue will be at Alley Cat Artists through April 3, and is free to the public.
Carignan mushed around the back of the gallery space as patrons swirled around Students interested in the artists, or pursuing a ceramic medium are encouraged to see
him, stepping carefully around the pedestals of beautiful breakables.
this show.
BY MENDE SMITH

Assistant Scene Editor

“

“
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LRA War is not child’s play
The CEL provided students with a
PowerPoint containing information about
the LRA, as well as videos of victims
In a packed room of engaged students, themselves telling their own horror stothe Center for Excellence in Leadership ries. There were images of young African
(CEL) gave a voice to the invisible chil- girls and boys reliving events about how
dren in Central East Africa, child soldiers. their families had been traumatized by the
Child soldiers lead a cruel life, in which LRA.
One girl described how her father had
boys are forced to kill innocent individuals
been
killed and cut into pieces for no reaand young girls become slaves to men.
son
and
her mother had been taken by
Across Africa, children are being forced
to join a rebel group known as the Lords the army, never to be seen again. Another
of Resistance Army (LRA). The LRA is young boy told the story of how the LRA
headed by Joseph Kony, a man who re- had forced him to kill a group of farmers
quires soldiers for his resistance and took to using their very own tools.
There was obviabducting children
ous distress amongst
and forcing them to
the students as they
become active killwatched these young
Even
though
it’s
a
global
ers. In most cases,
relive tales
they are required to
issue it can still affect you. children
that are only compakill their own family
rable to nightmares.
before joining.
Martinez,
Kony brainwash-Amber Plotke Analilia
sophomore
socioles his young victims,
Freshman special education ogy, was in attendance
who’s average ages
because she wanted
are eight years old.
to
learn
more
about
this civil war. What
He makes them believe he has supernatural powers. The children live in a constant struck her most about the presentation
state of fear that he is always watching was the testimony of the young children
being affected.
them.
“It really puts a face to the issue,” MarAs Hillary Pelley, junior anthropology,
gave background information about these tinez said.
The people of Central East Africa are
child soldiers, the shock amongst the students was almost tangible. Few students crying out for assistance, as they live in a
had knew these events are occurring and constant fear of the LRA. Even though
this issue is not occurring on American
Pelley’s main goal was to inform them.
“I’ve been wanting to show this story soil, many ﬁnd it hard to turn a blind eye.
“Even though it’s a global issue it can
and get the word out,” Pelley said.
BY CHLOE RAMBERG

Staff Reporter

“

“

PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.INVISIBLECHILDREN.COM

BOY SOLIDER The Lords of Resistance Army in Central East Africa consists of
abducted children turned into child soldiers in a rebel army. From around eight years of
age, boys like this one are forced to kill or be killed under the tyranny of Joseph Kony.

still affect you,” said Amber Plotke, freshman special education.
Plotke spoke at the event and encouraged students to get involved. There was
a discussion amongst those who attended
to brainstorm ideas of what can be accomplished to provide aid to the people of
Africa.
Frontline Campaign has taken great
steps towards providing some sense of security. Through donated funds, the organization has been able to produce a radio

Anxiety? Stress? Chronic Pain? Insomnia?

network that warns civilians if the LRA
is on the move or of a possible attack.
They also broadcast over the radio system
to boys who have been recruited into the
army, urging them to come home.
This new radio network has saved
many civilian lives and is a step toward
ﬁghting the LRA. But the people of Central East Africa cannot do it alone. The
CEL urged those in attendance to take a
stand and help ﬁght for those who cannot
ﬁght for themselves.
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Comedy
is
Central
A night with Ron Funches
BY Ashton cermak

Staff Reporter

5

PHOTO BY Raquel Krelle

Q: How do you thread your act together?
A:
I look at it like a puzzle I might get the edges of the puzzle
and fill it in six months later with another joke.

minutes with
Ron Funches Q:

Q: How did you get into comedy?
A:

It was always something I was interested in as a kid, one
of those things that you don’t think is a real job, like being an
astronaut, but it was something, it was something I always wanted
to do, I really had no interest in anything else.

Q:
How much of your comedy comes from your own
experience versus just goofy thoughts?
A:

When Ron Funches first walks out on
stage March 2, he is calm and composed
as he interacts with the audience right
away.
“Come on in and sit down tie-die guy.
You are my exact audience. We need you,”
Funches said.
Funches has already made a name
in the comedy world and has made TV
appearances on Conan O’Brien and the
show Portlandia. He gets comfortable
among the living room back drop of his
comedy set.
“That was the first time I’ve had anyone mention where the emergency exits
are before my show,” Funches said.
Funches recounted the motive behind
his move to Oregon from Chicago.
“It can be kind of a rough place to
grow up in especially if you’re the only
brother on the block that’s into bumping
Alanis Morisette,” he said.
According to Funches, he left Chicago
because of the gangs and the violence
only to find the northwest has gangs too.
They are not scary or effective, but they
try twice as hard. Concerning family inlaws became a central component of his
act, comparing them to a Wal-Mart.
“It means I really don’t like going to
them for anything, I’d prefer it if they stay
out of my town but I get a strange satisfaction from stealing from them,” he said.
His stage presence and delivery is reminiscent of the late Mitch Hedberg. He
slowly wanders back and forth across the
stage and speaks softly and precisely much
likes Hedberg, though his jokes are more
woven in with an overall theme. Funches
even managed to touch on the current
state of the economy in his own way.
“Real jobs are so difficult to acquire

right now, and if you even get an interview, they want to know too much about
you,” Funches said. “They always want to
know the sound track to your life, or what
type of tree you would be, and I’m a bonsai, but that’s my damn business.”
Much of Funches’ humor is situational, pulling from the fabric of his own life
and discussing the various aspects of his
day-to-day life peppered with whimsical
random thoughts.
Fatherhood is a topic many comedians have tackled before, but Funches’ approach was completely out of left field.
“I just recently figured out how to
describe raising a child with autism, its
like taking care of your best friend after
they’ve done way too many mushrooms,
while you yourself are on a moderate
amount of mushrooms,” Funches said.
“I’m not confident in every decision that
I am making, but I know you shouldn’t be
eating a mouse pad right now.”
He lays out one day in his life raising
his autistic son.
“I wake up about noon to him spitting
in my face, which means its time to go
on YouTube and look up taco bell sauce
packets,” Funches said. “He then punches
me in the stomach for about half an hour
before we work on a rap song called ‘Oreos and bacon’…its like working for an eccentric billionaire.”
Funches closed by giving his views
on life, something he equates to a game
show called ‘how much sh*t can YOU
take?’ He pulls two audience members to
play his rendition of “how much sh*t can
YOU take” where he creates awful situations and seeing what from these scenarios
the audience members can identify with.
He ends by saying, “Well, we’ve learned
nothing, which is usually the point of my
shows.”

Probably about 70 percent is my life experiences; the rest is just
goofy stuff usually I take from my life and find a twist or how I wish it
would have gone.

If you had any advice for aspiring comedians what
would it be?

A:

If you’re interested in it and you’re thinking about doing it, at
least try it, but do it. Don’t waste the time always wondering. Standup can be a gateway to other things like maybe you’re not going
to be a stand up, maybe you’re going to produce shows or maybe
you’re going to be a writer, but you’re never going to do any of
those things unless you start on the bottom floor and do open mics.

Q: Who are your influences?
A:

When I was a kid I loved Lucile Ball from I Love Lucy. Today, I
love Mitch Hedberg, Chris Rock, Moshe Kasher and Tig Notaro.

Q: How did you get to be on Portlandia?
A:

They shoot in Portland and they like using Portlanders and they
like being a part of the comedy scene, so they were casting and sent
an email to all the comedians to come in and audition.
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Tea @

T

3

By: Madelynn Shortt / Staff Reporter

“

“

his week’s Tea @
3 shifted student’s thoughts
away from college for an hour
and onto their futures during
a presentation by career counselor Rich Schillinger.
“This isn’t really a lecture,
it’s more of a participation,”
said Hillary Pelley, junior anthropology. “The purpose of
this program is to provide insight into your journey.”
Schillinger began his discussion about his career path and
how he came to be a career
counselor for Central Washington University’s Career
Services for the last four years.
Schillinger has been in the
counseling profession for the
last nine years and after growing up in Yakima, decided to
attend Central Washington
University.
He touched on how he had
longed for the structure and
direction which in turn led
him to the Marines for six

years. Still seeking this idea venile corrections counof stability, Schillinger joined selor, which sparked his
the Peace Corps, something passion to help others.
Schillinger said that
that after three months, he discovered wasn’t for him. He at- people who are forced
tributes the abnormally short to do counseling through court
stay to being a little naive at orders, don’t actually want to
the time and not fully planning be there. After noticing this,
Schillinger decided that he
everything out.
“I was then faced with the wanted to counsel people who
question of what now,” Schil- truly wanted it, which led him
to the idea of
linger said.
counHe said
A lot of times we’re de- career
seling.
how it is easy
Pairing
a
for people to pressed about the past and
and
c o n s t a n t l y anxious about the future. history
counseling
seek the next
What about today?
degrees may
step, but chas-Rich Schillinger not seem like
ing happiness
average
is
different
Career counselor an
match-up, but
than actually
that is what
being happy.
“A lot of times we’re de- led into the next phase of dispressed about the past and cussion; being adaptable and
are anxious about the future,” ﬁnding skills people may posSchillinger said. “What about sess that are applicable in any
situation.
today?”
According to Schillinger the
With a history degree in
hand, Schillinger scored his key to landing a good job is not
ﬁrst career-based job as a ju- just a university’s name or

the GPA they have, but
more importantly, their
ability to effectively get
through an interview.
He said a person can
have a 4.0 GPA, but if students
don’t have outstanding interview skills they’re going to
have a harder time.
If interview skills are a
weak point, he stresses that
there are free mock interviews
available through Career Services located in Bouillon Hall.
Students who want to know
what degrees are needed for
certain positions can visit the
Career Services website and
click the section “What can I
do with a degree in?”
For someone who always
knew he wanted to be a counselor, Schillinger is taking the
private practice plunge and is
leaving in two weeks to start
his own.
“It’s time for me to grow,”
Schillinger said. “I’m trying to
just take one year at a time.”

Amazing Race:
Central Edition
from 3rd Avenue to 18th Street and from
Main Street to Alder Street. All participants remained on foot, no bicycles or
The Central Washington University’s automobiles were allowed. Each team also
Center of Excellence in Leadership (CEL) received a clue that they needed to solve
hosted its own rendition of the Amazing in order to ﬁnd the location of their chalRace Friday, March 2. This wasn’t the ﬁrst lenges.
year the event was held but it was the ﬁrst
After the instructions were given, the
year that Makaiya Simmons, junior public teams chatted excitedly waiting to begin.
relations was lead coordinator.
Rebecca Thomson, sophomore undecided
“It’s a really fun event and has been and Hunter Slyﬁeld, grad student, team
an interesting process ﬁnding venders and name “Vicious and Delicious,” couldn’t
signing up teams,” Simmons said.
wait to get started.
The event was two months in the mak“I’m so excited! I signed up last year
ing and the ﬁnal number of contestants but wasn’t able to do it,” Thomson said.
was 38 teams of
When 4 p.m.
two.
rolled
around
An hour before
the teams were
the race began
handed their ﬁrst
the teams gathclue. There were
We just want to thank
ered in the SURC
a total of 19 pit
Peyton Manning for inspiring
Ballroom for Simstops spread out
our greatness.
mons to take roll
between the set
and explain the
boundaries.
At
-Daniel Sellers
rules. Each team
each
challenge
Team “Peyton Manning”
has three hours to
two teams arcomplete as many
rived to compete
of the challenges
against each other.
as they can. No one could leave the SURC The winners of the challenge received
until 4 p.m. and any team not back by 7 points and then both teams received their
p.m. was disqualiﬁed.
next clue.
The boundaries for the challenge were
As soon as the ﬁrst team arrived at the
BY BOBBIE BLACK

Staff Reporter

“

“

TAYLOR VALLEE/OBSERVER

READY, SET, GO Team “Arrow to the knee,” Zach Vanderhoff and Rachael
Stankus scoot down the hall in hopes of winning the race.

challenge the second team had ﬁve minutes to get there, if they didn’t make the
time limit they did not receive points for
that challenge. Each challenge was hosted
by either a business in town or a Central
club.
The challenges varied but usually had
some kind of relation to the club or business hosting it. There was bowling, trivia,
obstacle courses, taste testing, and many
other challenges where the competitors’
wits, sense, and strength were challenged.
The bowling club had contestants bowling in their socks and receiving points for
the number of pins they knocked down.
Physical Education and School Health
(PESH) set up obstacle courses in Purser
Hall which called for the racers to accomplish several tasks from scooping up cotton balls while blind folded with a spoon
and cup to rolling a ball across the ﬂoor to

the ﬁnish line with their nose. Utopia was
another participating host, had contestants trying to name the ﬂavors of frozen
yogurt. Around 6:30 p.m. the contestants
started to return to the SURC. Waiting for
the weary contenders was a table full of
pizza, water and snacks. Team by team
they slowly ﬁled back into the ballroom.
After all the points were counted, Simmons took the stage to announce the winners.
Daniel Sellers, masters school psychology and Logan Bell, senior biology team
“Peyton Manning” were the winners.
“We just want to thank Peyton Manning for inspiring our greatness,” Sellers
said.
Team “Peyton Manning” received a
$500 tuition waiver towards spring quarter and bragging rights as this year’s Central’s Amazing Race winners.
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Exhibit asks the big question
displayed at the 420 LOFT Gallery in Ellensburg on March 2 and 3 and then on
Staff Reporter
Central’s campus in the SURC March 5.
“What does college drinking mean to
Arranged in a way for observers to look
you?”
at but not be completely overwhelmed by
While many people can answer this in the meanings, each photo was hung by
a few sentences it doesn’t always mean the Justin Beckman, publicity center’s senior
same to everyone. For some, it’s relaxing graphic designer with a small narrative
after a long week of papers, tests and pre- posted next to it.
sentations while others drink to get belligThe photos took about ﬁve hours to
erently drunk to forget their problems.
hang and were all very different.
Eight randomly selected students were
“The photos made people either have
asked to take photos of what this ques- that feel good feeling or curl their toes and
tion meant to them. Central Washington wince,” Farmer said.
University’s WellSome of the more
ness Center put on a
overwhelming photos
The photos made people that were taken were
Photo Voice project
and had those eight either have that feel good title “The Caretakstudents answer the
er” by Sarah Sexton
question
through feeling or curl their toes up and “After All These
photographs. Photo and wince.
Years, Gone in a MoVoice is where one
ment” by Kailonna
-Gail Farmer
looks at the populaCrawford. At ﬁrst
Director of the Wellness Center
tion they are trying
glance of these two
to have an impact
photos you are unon and challenge them to do an assess- sure what to think about. However, after
ment on that population.
reading their narratives it gives the photo
Gail Farmer, director of the Wellness a whole new meaning.
Center at Central said every other year
“I like the captions narratives. It really
they do an assessment of all the health be- tells what the story is about,” said Erin
havior issues on campus.
Chenvert, junior anthropology and his“It’s a quantitative assessment asking tory.
how much, how often, the negative conOne of the photographers, Rhianna
sequences, do you participate in this activ- McBride, senior anthropology, said that
ity or that,” Farmer said. “So this year we her favorite photo was “Odd Man Out.”
wanted to empower students to do the as“It’s well rounded and it displays the
sessment.”
college life with lots of caffeine,” McBride
In total there were 21 photos taken and said.
BY MEGHAN BRAUN

1200 CANYON
YON RD

“

“

925 9800

MEGHAN BRAUN/OBSERVER

THE BIG ANSWERS Eight students participated in the Photo Voice Exhibit to
break the silence on college drinking and fill in place in college life where the rubber
meets the road.
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SUNDAY BRUNCH 10AM-2PM
APPLE FILLED CREPES EGGS BENEDICT
BREAKFAST BURRITOS OMELET STATION
BACON SAUSAGE HAM FRUIT PASTRIES & MORE

$14.95

$10.95 WITH
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FRIDAY NIGHT
dinner buffet 5-8PM
PRIME RIB DUNGENESS CRAB FRIED SHRIMP
STEAMERS AND SALAD BAR

LIVE BAND

Saturday Nights

BY ELISE FORIER EDIE AND KEVIN SALFEN
MARCH 1-3 , 9-10 AT 7:30 P.M. • MARCH 11 AT 2 P.M. • MCCONNELL AUDITORIUM
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•

$10 SENIORS AND CHILDREN

•
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CWU is an EEO/AA/Title IX Institution. Persons with
disabilities may request reasonable accommodation by
calling the Center for Disability Services at
509-963-2171 or e-mailing CDSrecept@cwu.edu.
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Moving up the food chain

Darren Macri brings some flavor to Wellingtons
BY MADELYNN SHORTT

Staff Reporter

Combining skills he learned as a cook
at Yellow Church Café in Ellensburg, as
well as those from his degree in percussion
from Central, Darren Macri has landed a
head cook position at Central’s alternate
food choice, Wellington’s. Here, Macri’s
passion shines through in the food he presents for students.
As a Central grad of 2009, Macri said
he’s always worked hard. This was apparent in his progression in the Yellow
Church’s kitchen.
“I started as a dishwasher and ended
up getting a lead cook position and then
the dinner chef position,” Macri said.
Macri applied to Wellington’s on a
whim about three years ago.
“I didn’t think I’d actually get it,” Macri said. “Now I’m also running the catering until someone else is found.”
Wellington’s is Central’s alternate option to the SURC and north village cafe
where students can sit down and be waited on by other students. It is open from
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Monday through
Thursday and serves healthy and organic
options.
Macri is a modest guy, uncomfortable
calling himself a chef due to lack of culinary school experience. He said he’s
gathered knowledge from those who have
cooked longer than he has as well as the
things he learned cooking at home on his
own time. He equates his situation to musicians teaching themselves how to play
instruments.
“If you have all [that formal training]
then great, but I know a lot of amazing
musicians who are great, but they can’t

read music,” Macri said.
The word “alternative” doesn’t fully
describe Wellington’s. Macri elaborates
and lists just a few of the things that makes
Wellington’s more than different.
“The burgers are hand formed, not ﬂat
little disks. The turkeys don’t look like footballs, they’re actually hand done,” Macri
said. “Everything’s made from scratch
on the spot and the soups are made with
homemade stocks and noodles.”
He stressed that nothing is from a can.
Instead of a dish having 78 ingredients
in it, Macri jokes, his have around seven
to eight.
Some dishes Macri personally recommends are what he refers to as hand
shaped, three and a half napkin burger,
the Thai salad with organic greens and
the artisan grilled cheese sandwich with
grilled onions.
Wellington’s is operated mainly by students.
“I work with a really solid group of kids
back there,” Macri said.
Alisha Montgomery, senior law and
justice, has been working at Wellington’s
since the ﬁrst day of winter quarter.
Montgomery was previously a waitress
at Brooklyn’s Pizzeria and was unaware of
Wellington’s until a friend told her about
an opening there.
“My favorite part is how nice everybody is here,” Montgomery said. “They’re
really patient when servers are learning
new things.”
Bonnie Hager, junior English education, is enjoying her second time at Wellington’s.
“I got the cheeseburger last time I was
here and was really impressed,” Hager
said. “The portion sizes were bigger and I

PHOTO COURTESY OF DARREN MACRI

FOOD FOR THOUGHT Wellington’s serves up comfort food, four star chef style.

was full for the rest of the day.”
Noon in the SURC Market Place happens to be the busiest hour of the day.
“After waiting in line to get your food at
the SURC it’s already 12:30 p.m. and then
you have to scarf,” Hager said.
Macri has a menu in place for fall winter and spring, but says he’s open to any
suggestions. In fact, he wants to have more
student input.
“I’d like to know what they really miss
when at college,” Macri said. “I want to

Spacing out: look up and learn
Staff Reporter

It has recently come to my attention
that there are people out there (you know
who you are) who don’t know or care
about outer space. The thought never
occurred to me. I assume
most young boys (and some
girls, ala Carl Sagan’s Contact) go through periodic
phases of interest – dinosaurs, animals, rocket ships
and outer space. I had assumed that the wonder one
Guy
feels at the splendor of an
Holliday
open night sky develops a
Staff
thirst for knowledge in a
Reporter
person, and I still can’t believe I was wrong!
Think of all the beauty and wonder
and majesty that makes up the great tapestry of human experience. Every feeling
ever felt, every true love spurned, every
war fought and every poem ever written
has occurred on what Sagan aptly called
our “pale blue dot.” Our place in the universe is so small and insigniﬁcant that the
human race could be snuffed out in a day
and very little would likely be lost from the
universal narrative.
This understanding of our own triviality has been the source of some of the
greatest and most haunting moments in
our history. Coming to grips with the futility of humanity is the dark and howling
wasteland where H.P. Lovecraft’s masterpieces emerged. It has driven men to deep
depression, and is perhaps one reason why

people who don’t know much about the
universe continue to keep it that way.
Lovecraftian cosmicism is a harrowing philosophy. At ﬁrst blush, cosmicism
looks much like existential nihilism: the
belief that there is no purpose or meaning to the universe. Cosmicists believe that
there very well could be – and probably is
– a meaning to existence but that human
beings are so unimportant to the universe

“

Think of all the beauty
and wonder and majesty that
makes up the great tapestry
of human experience.

“

BY GUY HOLLIDAY

that we are left entirely out of the running.
In effect, a cosmicist sees humanity as a
tiny fractured consciousness incapable of
understanding the great party going on in
our midst. The mysteries and secrets of
the universe are not necessarily hostile to
us. Perhaps worse, the universe is ambivalent to even our greatest achievements.
I don’t think the universe is all that cold
and dead a place. I believe that there are
probably forms of life and realms of existence that are so alien and outside of our
comprehension that they certainly cannot
be understood by us. At least I don’t reject the possibility. But the universe is also
amazing, numinous, and self-afﬁrming!
Read any of the most recent studies that

astrophysicists and theorists are coming
out with these days: we exist in a great cosmic sea of wonder and enchantment that
we’ve only just begun to realize there is a
surface to scratch.
Already this month, scientists have revised the earliest stages of our pale, blue
dot’s birth. On March 1, it was found that
the Earth was initially formed from a much
wider range of meteorites than previously
suspected, perhaps making our planet’s
formation even more serendipitous than
we thought. New frontiers of science are
changing the way we look at our universe.
Forays into the realm of “dark matter”
show us that only about 15 percent of the
universe is even visible to us.
Space matters to you and I as much
as it does to scientists. Astronomers have
shown us the beginning of time convincingly; something that no other group has
been able to match before or since. We
know that each person quite literally was
smelted in the great furnaces of stars. We
even know the end of the story. The universe will eventually expand to the point
where living planets will die off due to
heat-death.
We live on an island teeming with life,
and from our tiny vantage we can learn
so much about the sea around us. Looking
outward, we also seem to peer inward. The
greatest story ever told (that we know of)
has a beginning and an end, in a way, and
space is the great backdrop that we operate in. To remain ignorant of the workings
of the universe is a great disservice, for not
only is it our past and present, but also our
species’ bright and exciting future.

do comfort food, but healthy food.”
Comment cards are available at Wellington’s and suggestions are encouraged.
Macri said college doesn’t have to
be about drenching everything in ranch
dressing and it can be more than Triscuit
crackers and ketchup.
Wellington’s is located in the Sue Lombard Dining Room. Meal prices range
from $7.50, which will buy an entrée with
fries, up to $11 for a steak. Connection
cards are accepted and Macri stresses that
patrons will not leave hungry.

T H E
S C O O p
March 8

March 8

OPEN MIC
@
RAW SPACE
7 P.M.
FREE

AFTER DARK
@
RAW SPACE
18+ DANCE CLUB
9 P.M.
GENERAL $3

march 9

march 9

ICARUS
MCCONNELL
AUDITORIUM
7:30 P.M.
GENERAL $12
STUDENTS $7

SONS OF TIKKUN
[METAL]
@
RAW SPACE
8 P.M.
$5

March 9

march 10

SARAH SPURGEON
GALLERY
“ATMOSPHERIC”
5 P.M.
FREE

K.V.YOUTH
CONCERT
MCINTYRE
CONCERT HALL
2 P.M.
FREE
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Megan the rounds for art and activism
Local band draws a crowd at Raw Space Café and redoubles Alley Cat Artists
BY MENDE SMITH

Assistant Scene Editor

Like friends, like memoirs or music lovers do it—the matched voices and folksy
embers of the First Friday ﬁres ﬂicker in
local sound. It holds true with Megan
Love, a band of three voices and an upright bass back that are making the rounds
for art and activism in Ellensburg.
March 2, Megan Love took a window
seat at the front of the Alley Cat Artists
Gallery with a bastion of strings and songs
they pass like a bottle of cool liquor.
The band which consists of Megan
Gustafson, sophomore religious studies,
on guitar and vocals, David Owens, senior
jazz political science, on vocals ukulele
guitar, Isak Bergman, sophomore religious
studies, guitar and keys, Tyler Leavitt junior art, on upright bass. The quartet
combine to yield a revelatory experience
as blues and folk balladry pours out like
the tears of a lost love.
In recent weeks, the four Central students who are Megan Love played for the
ﬁnal hour of the Ellensburg Food CoOp (EFC) membership drive to a house
of members and guests as a proxy to
the opening of a local market Co-Op in
downtown Ellensburg, last weekend they
played live at Raw Space and the Alley
Cat Artist’s opening show.
Megan Gustafson’s voice rises from the

MENDE SMITH/OBSERVER

BUSKERS REVIEW Megan Gustafson, Isak Bergman, David Owens, Tyler Leavitt
(not pictured) are Megan Love to Ellensburg.

wood ﬂoor to a no holds barred wailing.
Her version of the folk ballad is pounding against the dark windows behind her.
David Owens sounds like a gentle rain but
adds the spice of soul and funk to the 100
beats per minute strumming of the Ukulele.

The frets in between are teasing the
1970s slumber of Isak Bergman’s strings.
Tyler Leavitt’s upright bass exertions
thread through the group’s steady folk
guitar band trademark. The four players
make it all look easy and revive the old
country radio show-boxed bliss in one

1101 E UNIVERSITY WAY
ELLENSBURG, WA
98926
509-925-5542

tune after another—with a signature hum.
“It has been a long time since we all
played together for a real set, I play whenever I can with the band, it totally shredded my ﬁngers that night but it was great,”
Leavitt said.
Leavitt leans back against the house
piano just out of the frame of his band
mates and to the far left outside of the
glassine fray at Alley Cats. The upright
bass is a bulk of an instrument and its
shadow covers him. He never lets the beat
to the chorus drop and curiously the heavy
belt of heavier strings fall in between Owens’ string play—a bass line skeleton under the tiny torch dripping of zealous as
ukulele ﬁres into the room.
The twinning vocals are hopeful howls
of soulful banter. The audience truly
seems drawn into song after song after
switch after tuning after change up musical chairs as the group reverberates.
Last week the river of sound ﬂowed
from the Raw Space Café trickles from
the bricks to the beer bottles to the tables
to the vibrations in the ﬂoor. Megan Love
is a local band of kindred spirits.
Gustafson, whose voice is eerily like
many of the modern-day sirens like Stacey
Earle and Iris Dement, also settles down
soulful and smooth on cuts through the
wall of sound that her guitar shrouds her
inside of. For the locals, and the alumni
art walkers, this is as hot as folk music gets.

1601 N CURRIER ST
ELLENSBURG, WA
98926
509-925-5542
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CAT IN THE DEN Chris Sprinker boxes out during a game with the Blue Knights. After graduation Sprinker decided to travel to Europe to continue playing basketball.

Work ethic: never lost in translation
Former Wildcat star goes overseas to play professionally

BY DANNY SCHMIDT

Sports Editor

In Chris Sprinker’s fourth grade class,
the students were asked to go around and
say what they wanted to be when they
grew up. When it was Chris’s turn, he told
the class he wanted to be a professional
basketball player. His teacher replied that
he might want to consider something else.
It’s a good thing he didn’t.
The 6’10” Tacoma native and former
Central star center, with the Wildcats’ record for career blocks, currently plays on
the Vaerlose Blue Knights, a professional
team in Denmark. After a few brief stints
in Iceland, Romania and Switzerland,
Sprinker signed a contract good through
April with the Blue Knights on Jan. 2.
The Blue Knights wrapped up their
regular season as the seventh seed in the
playoffs and face second-seeded Svendborg in a best-of-five series beginning
March 8.
Not many Central or any Division II
athletes make it professionally. Only a
handful have made it from Ellensburg to
the big stage.
When he graduated from Central in
2011 with a sociology degree, Sprinker
had several offers to play overseas.
“After the first couple games of my last
year there, I started getting messages,”
Sprinker said. “[My agent] is based out of
Germany so he has a lot of European connections.”
Sprinker first signed with Njardvik, a
team in Iceland.
“I was excited when I signed the contract,” Sprinker said. “It didn’t really sink
in until I went to the airport and got on
the plane: a seven-and-a-half hour flight.
When I landed, I said ‘OK this is serious
now.’”
Iceland was merely a pit stop for

Sprinker’s European career. In the span
of six months, Sprinker played for three
different teams. Njardvik released him after only a month because his style of play
didn’t match what the team was looking
for. He then went on to play for two more
teams, one in Romania and one in Switzerland.
Every team in the league is allowed a
maximum of two American players on the
roster, so it’s a cutthroat business.
He now lives in an apartment in Vaerlose with the only other American on the
Blue Knights, Reginald Delk from University of Louisville. They live like the Danes,
in a small two-bedroom apartment. He
has a bicycle for getting around, including
getting to the team’s facilities.
Sprinker hasn’t faced too many hardships overseas, but he did find himself in
a predicament during a layover in the Copenhagen airport on his way to Romania.
“I was exchanging money so I could
get some food. I had an envelope of my
American money and my Iceland money,” Sprinker said. “I took my American
money and left the Iceland money for
two minutes and when I came back it was
gone. I was in Copenhagen with $400. I
found out the bag fee was $700. I didn’t
have anyone’s phone number or email, so
I’m pretty much going to be stranded at
the airport. I was freaking out. I thought I
was just going to be stuck in Copenhagen.
The guy ended up taking whatever money
I had, so I go to Romania with not a dollar
to my name.”
Living conditions aren’t the only things
that take some time to get used to. When
his teammates in Romania lit up cigarettes
during halftime, Sprinker knew there was
a major culture barrier.
The games overseas are 40 minutes,
and broken into four quarters. Sprinker is
averaging 18.6 points, 6.7 rebounds and

1.4 blocks per game, while
playing 32.3 minutes a
game.
He said he is still getting used to European
referees, a common issue
Blue Knights head coach
Jonas Sorensen has seen with
many American players.
“Physicality in the key is not
allowed that much over here,”
Sorensen said. “All Americans
are having trouble with foul
trouble in their first couple
games. They need to adapt
and Chris has done a good job
with that.”
Sorensen is in the final
year of his contract but said
that if he does come back to
coach, he would love Sprinker to remain a Blue Knight.
Sorensen noticed what just
about everyone who knows
Sprinker notices, his work
ethic.
“He shows up for practice
and works hard, and it’s so
nice because the [American]
that we sent home didn’t do
that,” Sorensen said. “Him
and our Icelandic guy, Axel,
are working their butts off and
really set the standard for the
team.”
Sprinker has enjoyed his
time living in Denmark, unlike Romania, where he hated the food and couldn’t communicate with the people.
“Denmark is more Americanized,” Sprinker said.
“They play a lot of American
shows, everyone speaks English. It hasn’t been that big of

an adjustment.”
However, his sizeable
stature and healthy appetite has certainly taken a toll on his wallet.
“The portion size
on the food is so small,”
Sprinker said. “For me, being a big guy, I need to buy a
lot of food, so it takes a chunk
out of my money.”
Sprinker had to leave
plenty behind in the United
States, but the two things he
misses most aren’t available in
Denmark.
“One thing I wish I
brought out here was Frank’s
RedHot sauce,” Sprinker
said. “Some stuff over here
is hard to swallow. It would
go down easier with my
hot sauce. And my favorite
candy, Hot Tamales. The
only candy they really have
is the gummy bears.”
When he’s not longing
for American condiments,
Sprinker can be found improving his game by hitting
the gym. It’s another sign of
the unparalleled work ethic
Sprinker is known for.
“He was early in the
gym, and he was always
the last guy to leave,”
Central head coach
Greg Sparling said. “I
think it goes back to work
Courtesy of chris ethic. I think he pushed
sprinker
guys in practice.

ICEMAN Sprinker puts
up the shot for Njardvik in
Iceland, his first professional team.

Sprinker
CONTINUED ON P.19
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Breakfast in the ‘Burg

The Artist has
too much to
offer audience

Chiddy Bang releases their album at Central

“Chiddy” Anamege and Noah “Xaphoon Jones” Beresin, have certainly
made their name known in the alterThe “Breakfast” release party fed the native hip-hop world.
appetite of Central students both with a
Aside from their previous records,
hearty breakfast and great music.
perhaps one of the moments that put
On Feb. 28, Central Washington Chiddy Bang on the map was when
University’s 88.1
Anamege impresThe ‘Burg hosted
sively broke the
a record release
Guinesse Book
We’re excited to be a suc- of World Record
breakfast
feed
party for hip-hop
cessful as we’ve been work- for both “longest
duo Chiddy Bang’s
style rap”
ing with big companies like free
most recent album,
and
“longest
Capital Records and there will marathon rap“Breakfast”.
The
“Breakping” while at
be more in the future.
fast” release party
the 2011 MTV
-Cody Spencer
was put on in part
“O” Awards, the
by Cody Spencer,
stations ﬁrst digiPromotions Coordinator
promotions coordital awards show.
nator.
Anamege free“The ‘Burg did
styled for nine
the Chiddy Bang release party because hours and 18 minutes, beating out the
Capitol records personally contacted our previous record of nine hours and 15
music director and wanted us to promote minutes set by M-Eighty.
the release,” Spencer said.
As for the ‘Burg hosting the event,
“Breakfast” is Chiddy Bang’s ﬁrst re- they couldn’t have hoped for a better
lease on Capital Records and has already turn out.
reached number eight on the Billboard al“We’re excited to be as successful
bum charts. The morning event was held as we’ve been working with big comin the SURC Pit.
panies like Capitol Records, and there
“The event went pretty well. I think will be more in the future,” Spencer
people were genuinely stoked about get- said.
BY DESSA BOYLE

Staff Reporter

Observer Film Critic

The undeniable winner of last week’s
Academy Awards ceremony was Michel
Hazanavicius’ “The Artist,” a silent ﬁlm
set in the 1920s during Hollywood’s golden era of ﬁlmmaking. The ﬁlm won ﬁve
awards, including Best Picture, Best Actor
and Best Director. Though love for “The
Artist” seems to be widespread, one cannot help but be intrigued by a ﬁlm that
wins major awards over the work of such
established and widely acclaimed directors
as Woody Allen, Terrence Malick, Alexander Payne and Martin Scorsese.
The ﬁlm stars popular French actor
Jean Dujardin as George Valentin, a dapper and charming silent ﬁlm star. Though
his popularity at ﬁrst seems to be unwavering, his image tarnishes with the arrival of
sound pictures, which Valentin refuses to
embrace.
As his career slowly fades and another
quickly rises, the ﬁlm becomes an exploration of early American cinema as a whole,
as well as an analysis of the imperfect studio system that classic actors adhered and
were often victim to.
Some audiences may be tempted to
disregard “The Artist,” but they would be
foolish to do so. Yes, the ﬁlm is silent and
it is in black and white. Even a ﬁlm lover
such as me has to admit how the combination of both could easily cause one get to
get bored and fall asleep.
Yet, if anything, Hazanavicius’ ﬁlm
does a fantastic job of keeping attention.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.ROTTENTOMATOES.COM

Anyone who sees this ﬁlm and ﬁnds themselves checking the clock is clearly not trying hard enough.
“The Artist” is memorable primarily
on account of its two leads. Both Dujardin
and Bérénice Bejo, who plays the rising
star whose popularity forces Valentin to
question his worth as an actor, are incredibly memorable.
Without their personalities to reinforce
the narrative, making the ﬁlm at all notable would have been an impossible task.
Dujardin in particular is so overﬂowing
with charm that imagining the ﬁlm without his presence would not come close to
providing a comparable amount of joy.
Of course, the ﬁlm does have its share
of weaknesses. The screenplay in particular is at times a tad sloppy and rushed.
However, nothing too egregious stands in
the way of being thoroughly entertained.
Is this the best ﬁlm of the year? Certainly
not, but to disregard it entirely because of
this would be spiteful and unfair.
“The Artist” is fun, lighthearted, and
nearly impossible to hate. In this regard,
it would be correct to say that the ﬁlm has
captured its setting of classic Hollywood
almost too perfectly.

B+

“

ting free breakfast and just as stoked to see
the ‘Burg do stuff like this in the future,”
Spencer said.
Chiddy Bang has come a long way
since their start in Pennsylvania. Having
released previous albums on a smaller record label, the duo, consisting of Chidera

“

BY JEFF COTÉ

Check out Chiddy Bang’s website for
upcoming events, music, videos and more
at http://chiddybang.net/

Central students offer advice for upcoming ﬁnals
BY: Christopher Sparks / Staff Reporter

wg
u
t

“Time management is the top,
study groups are key too.”

“Don’t procrastinate on last
minute assignments and
studying.”

KC Odoh
senior exercise science

Roxy Garza
junior anthropology, geography

“A lot of teachers give you study
guides. Cover everything on the
study guide.”

“Don’t stick to one method. Try
reading, taking notes, study
guides, online tools, and mix it
up.”

Emily Hosler
junior elementary education

Christian Foster
sophomore undeclared

“A good breakfast before finals
is always good to get the mind
started!”

“Take all the time that you
can beforehand, and don’t
procrastinate!”

Alex Espinoza
junior law and justice

m

“Make a to-do list. Organize your
priorities.”
Dana Oie
junior clinical physiology

r

z

Natalie Wirkkala
junior accounting

“Efficient time management for
sure.”
Spencer Wolfe
sophomore, mechanical
engineering technology
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He brought it everyday and when people bring energy everyday it rubs off on
everybody else.”
Sprinker still keeps in contact with
Sparling and many others from his days as
a Wildcat. As a captain in his senior year,
Sprinker led Central to one of its best
seasons of all time. The Wildcats ﬁnished
the regular season with the best record in
the Great Northwest Athletic Conference.
The team went on to win the inaugural
GNAC tournament before Seattle Paciﬁc University bumped them out of the
NCAA tournament.
Sprinker doesn’t have an American cell
phone in Denmark, so he relies on social
media outlets like Facebook, Twitter and
Skype to keep in contact with family and
friends.
One person he talks to frequently is his
former point guard and close friend, Chris
Scott. Scott also played a huge role in
Central’s magical 2011 run and credited
Sprinker for much of his personal success.
“I was player of the week one week and
it was because I had a lot of steals,” Scott
said. “I was able to put pressure on the ball
knowing that he was the last line of defense. If my guy got past me I knew he was
there for a block. He was the heart and
soul of our defense and our team. I could
throw him a bad lob and he’d make something out of it. We would tell him to take a
break sometimes and he’d get mad at us.”
Scott said he also received an offer to
play overseas but turned it down because
he would not have had medical insurance.
Scott hopes that one day the two will reunite and play together again.
“He’s enjoying the fact that not everyone has his opportunity,” Scott said. “We
all had dreams to go over there. I wish I
was still playing with him. I’m happy for
him. That’s the way our team was. We
were unselﬁsh. We were 26-5. Who else
was that?”
As his trusted best friend, Scott also
knows about Sprinker’s hidden so-called
talents.
“He loves to sing. He thinks he can
sing,” Scott said. “R. Kelly is one of his favorite artists. Can you imagine a 6-10 guy
in the paint singing R. Kelly?”
Sprinker still sings R-Kelly in Vaerlose,
and though he probably won’t moonlight
as a singer, Sparling wouldn’t put it past
him.
“Sky’s the limits for him. He puts 110
percent behind him,” Sparling said. “If he
wants to be a singer, I know Chris Scott
makes the beats, they could probably
make that happen.”
Last summer Sprinker played in the Jamal Crawford Pro-Am in Seattle, against
NBA players like Nate Robinson, Spencer Hawes, Terrence Williams and more.
Sprinker loved playing against the top talent and can’t wait to do it again this summer.
Sprinker said he tries to watch NBA
games on his laptop whenever he can, but
typically only catches his former Curtis
High School teammate Isaiah Thomas
playing for the Sacramento Kings.
Recently the Blue Knights’ league, the
Danish Top League, had its All-Star Weekend. Sprinker was voted in by the fans to
compete in the dunk contest. For his ﬁrst
dunk, Sprinker performed a two-handed
windmill. Later, a passer threw the ball off
the backboard and Sprinker jumped over
him. His highlight dunk was one he calls
the “viewer choice.”
“I went to the crowd and picked up a
camera and I ﬁlm the crowd and ﬁlmed
myself,” Sprinker said. “Threw it off the
backboard and dunked while recording
everything.”
Like the food portions, the gyms the
Blue Knights play in are smaller than in
the U.S. Sprinker compared them to high
school gyms in America. But despite the
size, they are packed for every game. Fans
in Denmark have shown Sprinker tremen-

SPORTS

dous love and he constantly gets messages
on Facebook from local fans wishing him
good luck before games.
When his pro career is over, Sprinker
hopes to do something involving children.
He currently coaches at a youth basketball
camp. Both of his parents worked at juvenile detention centers, which is the reason
Sprinker went into sociology and said he
feels a passion for helping children.
“I’ve always wanted to do something to
that effect. I would want to have an impact on kids’ lives,” Sprinker said. “Maybe
community work or something like that.
Either that or coaching.”
But that could be a long time off. For
now, Sprinker is thrilled to be playing
professionally and he still holds the same
goal he’s always had: make the NBA. He
is hoping to work his way into the NBA
Development League, and eventually the
NBA.
With Sprinker’s work ethic and athletic
ability, Scott doesn’t see a reason why he
couldn’t.
“It’s not just the height, he’s a skilled
big man,” Scott said. “If he can stay over
there for maybe a year or two, as hard as
he works. Obviously he has more stuff to
work on, everybody does, but why not? If
he dunks on the right person, if he scores
on the right person and the right person
sees it, why not?”

For more information on the Blue
Knights visit the team’s site: http://
www.vbbk.gominisite.dk/
For Sprinker’s dunk contest highlights and other videos check out
his YouTube channel: http://www.
youtube.com/user/bigsprink42

COURTESY OF ALLAN HOEGHOLM PHOTOGRAPHY

VIEWER’S CHOICE Sprinker performs his “viewer’s choice” dunk at the Top
League’s dunk contest.

Laser, Spine, and
Disc Chirporactic.
2211 West Dollarway Rd., Ste 4 Ellensburg, WA

Want to lose
10-20 lbs. in two
weeks?
The Ideal Protein Diet

Can help you reach that goal,
Call Dr. Bridgeman today to

Schedule a consultation.
509-925-7246
COURTESY OF CHRIS SPRINKER

BLOCK PARTY The Tacoma native is
awarded the game ball in his senior season with the Wildcats after he broke the
school’s all time record for career blocks.

D.B BRIDGEMAN, D.C., CCEP

WWW.925PAIN.COM
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Women’s water polo sinks: 0-4 in weekend matches
BY SCOTT HERMAN

Staff Reporter

The Central Washington University
Aquatics Center stayed busy all weekend
as Central hosted a women’s water polo
tournament, the ﬁrst of two Northwest division tournaments.
Schools from all around the Northwest
showed up to compete in the two-day
event. The Wildcats struggled in the tournament overall dropping all four games
they played, but they made several improvements over the course of the season.
Fatigue played a large factor for the
Wildcats as Central played a majority of
the weekend with just one substitute. This
left them at a disadvantage as the other
teams were able to sub out whole squads
at a time, which kept players fresh.
With opposing players well rested,
Central had to focus on getting back and
playing solid defense. Their focus was to
prevent fast breaks and limit their opponents’ chance at ﬁnding decent shooting
angles.
In addition to the tiring amounts of
swimming, the scrappy play beneath the
surface took a heavier toll on Wildcat players who were unable to rest up.
Although the results were not what
they were hoping for, Head Coach Megan
Razey liked how far her team has come
over the course of the season.
“We’re really starting to work as a
team, and get into the shape to be able to

LEAH SHEPHERD/OBSERVER

SPLASH DOWN A Wildcat water polo player looks for an open teammate during the weekend tournament held at Central. The
women’s team dropped all four matches.

keep up with the teams that have twenty
people,” said Razey, senior recreational
tourism.
As Razey moves on to an internship in
Florida she leaves command of the team
to Jenny Mackenzie, sophomore exercise
science, who has a passion for the sport.
Mackenzie witnessed her team’s growth
over the weekend.
“I think we improved a lot as a team, I
feel like every one of us played really hard
and we all got better,” Mackenzie said.
Central’s club team participated with

about 10 players, with some players unavailable to play in this weekend’s tournament. Even though they were shorthanded Razey and her team got a kick out of
holding their own against some of the top
competition in the northwest.
“We lost [the games], but we really
scared some teams, Oregon State is the
best in the league and we held them, we
made them pretty nervous and that was
exciting,” Razey said.
Central’s focus will now shift to their
next tournament on April 14 where the

The women’s water polo club is open
to all female students. No water
polo experience is necessary, but it is
beneficial to be a strong swimmer. For
more information visit
http://www.cwu.edu/rec/sportclubs/
allclubs/womenswaterpolo/waterpolo.html
same collection of teams will continue
their season and the Northwest division
champion will be decided.

Wildcats clip Falcons’ tourney wings

Central stuns Seattle Pacific, falls to Alaska Anchorage in GNAC semis
Staff Reporter

Junior Jordan Coby led the Wildcats
with 18 points to extend their season to the
semiﬁnals of the Great Northwest Athletic
Conference (GNAC) playoff tournament.
The Wildcats
headed into the
tournament
as
the sixth seed and
knocked off 25thranked
Seattle
Paciﬁc University
70-69 Wednesday
night at Saint
Martin’s University in Lacey.
The task of getting
to the semiﬁJODY JOHNSON
nals was not easy
Senior forward
as Central battled
back and forth with Seattle Paciﬁc with 17
ties and 12 lead changes with neither team
leading the other more than ﬁve points
throughout the entire game.
The battle of the ﬁrst half barley declared a winner as Central and SPU each
took turns going on small runs which ended with the other team responding back by
pulling ahead.
The Wildcats went on a 6-0 run to take
a 24-23 lead with 5:30 remaining in the
half, but it didn’t stop there as Central
would outscore the Falcons 11-8 in ﬁnal
minutes giving the Wildcats a four point
boost heading into the locker room, 35-31.
“We don’t really have anything to lose,
being the last seed and everyone thinks

we’re going to lose, so we try to play loose, Clyde missed both free throws, the Falcons
keep the energy and try to get a win like threw the ball away before ever getting the
tonight,” Coby said.
last shot off, Central to the semiﬁnals with
The second half turned south as Cen- a 70-69 victory over conference rival SPU.
tral fell by four already at the ﬁrst media
“I thought our defense gave them a
timeout, and it seemed that things would lot of trouble. Rebounding-wise, they
not get better unabsolutely kicked
til the next media
our tail on the
timeout the WildIndividually I feel like I boards the ﬁrst
cats found themmatches. I’ll
played a lot better compared two
selves only trailing
take down seven;
to last year, but I would trade that’s a great effort.
by two. With 3:42
left in what could
any of my individual success S e c o n d - c h a n c e
be the ﬁnal game
for a successful team any day. points 14-7 [in our
of the season, Coby
favor], that’s huge,”
hit a three to tie all
Sparling said. “I
-JODY JOHNSON
scores at 61.
thought when they
Senior forward
“The guys were
took the lead, our
ﬂying around and
guys handled it.
making plays. JorThey didn’t panic.
dan Coby hit some
They did the right
absolutely huge shots for us,” Head Coach things.”
Greg Sparling said.
The semiﬁnals of the GNAC tourney
Senior Jody Johnson was not going to would be the last stop of the season.
sit and watch his basketball career slip
The Wildcats ﬁnished the season with a
away as he stepped up and hit a huge 15-13 overall record.
three-pointer to take the lead by two with
Central faced off with 15th-ranked
1:22 left in the contest.
Alaska-Anchorage Friday afternoon, and
The Falcons played copycat and hit a would end the season with ﬁve players
three-pointer as well, with 57 seconds left, scoring in double digits.
taking a one-point lead, 69-68. The WildAfter Johnson would score for ﬁrst
cats came down the court looking to take bucket of the game, Central didn’t regain
the lead as Haddock put up a three-point- the lead until 7:29 left in the ﬁrst half with
er with two seconds left on the shot clock a lay-up by Clyde.
and was fouled with 23 seconds remaining.
The Wildcats would continue to inSeattle Paciﬁc had the ball and was crease their lead to ﬁve until the Seawolves
down one when a missed jumper fell in had enough; ending the half with a 17-2
the hands of senior Roby Clyde who was run with a 10-point lead going into the
fouled with 5.2 seconds left. Although locker room.

“

“

BY ALEXANDRA SHERK

The second half started off great for
Alaska-Anchorage as they built a 16-point
lead. But for the Wildcats, this was not
promising news. The Wildcats pulled
within nine points many times and even
cut Anchorage’s lead down to eight with
11:08 left, with a trey from Coby.
With 3:02 left in the game, Central
fought back with an 8-0 run, bringing
them within six points.
The hope didn’t last long as Alaska Anchorage went on a 13-6 run, putting the
game out of reach.
“I felt like we didn’t reach our peak as
a team until the end of the season, but because of the way we played early in the
season, our season was cut short,” Johnson
said.
Central shot 42.2 percent from the ﬁeld
and was 6 for 16 from three-point land.
Alaska shot 53.8 percent from the ﬁeld
and 50 percent from the arc making eight
of their 16 attempts.
Coby had 15 points and led the Wildcats in all scores with three three’s on the
night. Haddock, Johnson, and Tyler all
contributed 12 points apiece with Clyde
adding 11 for their ﬁnal game of the season.
“Individually I feel like I played a lot
better compared to last year, but I would
trade any of my individual success for a
successful team any day,” Johnson said. “I
want to thank all the coaches on the CWU
staff for believing in me and allowing me
to impact this team as much as I could. I
want to thank all the fans that supported
us and myself throughout my career here
at Central.”
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Jusko’s walk-off homer saves Central
BY EVAN THOMPSON

Senior Reporter

It was a split weekend for the Wildcats
during their doubleheaders on Saturday
and Sunday against Great Northwest Athletic Conference (GNAC) opponent Saint
Martin’s.
The two-day series ended with at a tie
of 2-2, bringing the Wildcats record to
7-10 overall and 6-6 in the GNAC. Saint
Martin’s, who was previously undefeated
in conference, dropped to 8-5-1 and 6-2
in the GNAC.
It’s been two consecutive weeks that the
Wildcats have lost at least two games in the
series, but senior inﬁelder Carrina Wagner
thinks the team is doing great things, as
they handed the Saints their ﬁrst two conference losses of the season.
“I think we had some really good things
happen and also really negative things,”
Wagner said. “I think as a team we’re still
working on getting the consistency and
bringing everything together.”
Wagner doesn’t believe there is a huge
sense of urgency as the Wildcats close in
on the halfway mark of the season.
“I think for us right now we’re playing one game at a time,” Wagner said. “I
think that we feel there’s a lot of season
left. There’s just so much time for us to get
back on top and we have the team to do it
and we are better than every team we’ve
lost to so far.”
In the Wildcats ﬁrst game of the series,
they managed to only score once, from

The Wildcats’ game one victory on Sunday
against the Saints 7-3 has been vacated
by the NCAA due to protest. As a result,
Central’s record is now 6-10, 5-6 in the
GNAC. The game will resume in
Ellensburg at a later date.
Elena Carter’s solo home run. The Wildcats would lose that game 5-1, but in the
case of the second game, several Wildcats
managed to score throughout the game as
they won 8-7.
In the 7th with two outs and down
7-6, Carter took to the plate. Solid hitting
senior Liz Jusko was next up, and Jusko
hoped for the opportunity to get at bat.
Jusko got her wish, as Carter was walked
to ﬁrst base on a full-count.
“Going into it I just had positive thinking,” Jusko said.
Jusko nailed a ball just over right-ﬁeld
fence which allowed both her and Carter
to score for the walk-off home run.
“I felt pretty good, obviously hitting
that home run was very exciting for me.
I got on base a lot and it just helped our
team have more chances to score,” Jusko
said. “And I thought a couple other girls
got on base a lot, either walking or hitting
so we all knew what we had to do. “
Jusko thought it was a deﬁning moment
for the team as a whole as well.
“I feel like those wins really show that
we can come back from behind,” Jusko
said, “and we should be working to stay
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SWEET SPOT Carrina Wagner, senior infielder, connects on a pitch against Saint
Martins during their weekend series. Wagner went 5-7 with 3 RBI’s against the Saints.
The Wildcats split the series 2-2.

ahead for the whole entire game rather
than having to come back any ways.”
In Sunday’s games, there was a severe
difference in the two scores. In the ﬁrst,
the Wildcats won 7-3, but in the second
Central was shelled 16-3. The Wildcats
managed to hit very well in both affairs,
with Wagner leading the way at 5-7 with
three runs batted in.
“I think the whole team really gave me
the power to push through with runners
on base,” Wagner said. “It just really gave

me the mentality that I have to get a big
hit right now.”
Wagner is looking forward to facing off
against in-state rival Western Washington
in Central’s upcoming weekend series.
Wagner feels once team continuity comes
together the Wildcats will be a threat.
“It’s a new team, new year so we all
have to learn each other and how we
work and once we get that team bonding
that is when we’re ﬁnally going to break
through,” Wagner said.

Title run: pole vaulter Davis competes for championship
BY EVAN THOMPSON

Senior Reporter

The NCAA Division II Committee announced on Feb. 28 that one lone Wildcat
qualiﬁed for the 2012 Women’s National
Indoor Track and Field Championships.
Kati Davis, senior pole vault, ﬁnished
ranked among the top 16 after having met
the required provisional qualifying standards in her event.
Minnesota State University will host
the championships in Mankato, inside
Myers Fieldhouse. Davis is coming off a
ﬁrst-place ﬁnish at the Great Northwest
Athletic Conference Indoor Championships where she vaulted her career best of
3.80 meters, 12 feet, ﬁve inches.
“She had set some early goals in the
year and [qualifying] was one of them,”
said J.T. Statler, pole vaulting coach. “We
knew going into this season we were just
waiting for our meet to do it, to qualify.”
A year ago, Davis ﬁnished as an AllAmerican during the outdoor season
when she placed seventh in her event at
the Outdoor Track and Field National
Championship meet. This season she had
set her sights on qualifying for the indoor
championships.
“That was my goal coming into the
season. As long as I was kind of on track I
knew I was going to make it,” Davis said.
“But it was deﬁnitely cool to PR at conference, so 12’5” put me up there because for
a while I was on the line.”
Whether she was peaking at the perfect
time or if it was just a matter of time, Davis focused on moving beyond where she is
at this point in time.
“Ultimately that’s just the start for what
I want to do, especially in outdoor season,” Davis said. “I would like to PR (personal record) again at nationals so we’ll
ﬁnd out on Friday. If I PR because I’ve
been working on some stuff with my top
end, so if I kind of pull it all together and
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CRACK THE VAULT Kati Davis clears the bar at the Kunnery Soul Open in Moscow, Idaho on Feb. 4.

do everything right I should PR and make
it an even higher mark which would be really cool. Nationals would be the place to
do it for sure.”

Two of Davis’s coaches will attend the
championship: her pole vaulting coach
J.T. Statler and head coach Kevin Adkisson. The three departed for Mankato,

Minn Wednesday morning and despite
being the only Wildcat competitor, Davis
see’s the unique situation as an opportunity.
“It’s kind of nice to travel on your own
sometimes,” Davis said. “I’m deﬁnitely
used to going to places on my own.”
Being the adventurous type that she is,
Davis plans to look up activities to do during her stay in Mankato. She hopes to hike
and hang out with her friend who lives in
the area among other things.
Being on her own will give Davis the
chance for more freedom and liberties,
whereas if she was with the entire team
she would generally stick to doing grouporiented activities.
The trip won’t just be a leisure activity
though: Davis’s goal is to win a national
title in the pole vault. According to Davis
the other competitors are tightly matched
in terms of season marks.
“It’s going to be such a good competition,” Davis said. “It’s going to be pretty
ﬁerce because all of us girls are within
eight inches of each other, so it’s really
anybody’s game so whoever comes out
and competes hard, has a good day.”
During her preparation for the meet,
Davis decreased the intensity of her workouts due to back problems. Today, the day
before competition, Davis will practice in
the ﬁeldhouse and then the following she
will compete for a title on Friday.
“My season’s gone really well this year,”
Davis said. “At ﬁrst I was kind of stuck at a
plateau of 12 feet. Now the kinks are starting to get worked out. I think the indoor
season went really well.”
And in regards to bringing home an
individual national championship, Davis
will have to wait and see.
“It could be anybody who wins so I’m
really excited to see how the competition
goes,” Davis said. “Anybody could take the
title which I think is really cool.”
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CWU Baseball takes two from Whitworth
BY CHACE DAV Y

Staff Reporter
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HEATER Jason Lotzer, junior pitcher,
delivers a pitch during Sunday’s game
against Whitworth. Lotzer gave up 2 hits
and recorded 1 strikeout in 2.2 innings.
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DOUBLE UP Senior Derrick Webb awaits the throw from his teammate on the
double play. Central won both games against Whitworth Sunday,

ers keeping the ball low in the strike zone, and they did it well. Brett Bielec, senior
which he also thought the team did well outﬁelder, was 3 for 6 on the day, and sewith.
nior inﬁelder Brady Kincannon hit three
Senior left handed pitcher Brandon doubles and a triple in the home openers.
Rohde struck out
“Right now we
6 of the 26 batters
have some guys who
he faced in his solid
By the way that we’ve are really hot with
6 inning start, and
the bat, so that’s
Kyle Long, senior been executing recently, we
been helping a lot,”
right handed pitch- should be able to roll right
said Jimmy Ryerson,
er, only allowed one through Saint Martin’s.
junior
outﬁelder.
earned run in his 5
“Hopefully they’ll
-BRANDON ROHDE
and two-thirds inbe able to carry that
Senior pitcher
nings pitched.
over into our next
The errors early
game, and hopefully
on in the ﬁrst game almost proved costly, some other players will get hot too.”
and Central was down 4-0 until their ﬁveThe team was able to hit their stride
run 5th inning.
and play how they wanted to play about
“It’s something that’s out of my con- halfway through the ﬁrst game. The Pitrol,” Rohde said. “I try to keep on doing rates would never take the lead for the rest
my job so the rest of the team can come of the day, though they would tie it for a
back and do their job.”
brief span at 6-6 in the top of the 5th in
The rest of the team did do their job, the second game.
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The Central baseball team scored 19
runs against Whitworth (6-5-1) last Sunday. Of the 14 that their opponent scored,
only ﬁve of them were earned runs.
The Central men played a doubleheader at home against the Whitworth Pirates and won both games, 10-7 and 9-7.
The games were originally slated to be
played Saturday, but Head Coach Desi
Storey pushed the games back a day to
allow their ﬁeld to dry off, since rain and
snow have covered the ﬁeld recently.
The wins advance Central to 4-8 on
the season. Storey was happy with how his
team played Sunday, and felt that Central
was able to perform well on offense and on
the mound.
“We had three or four guys that pitched
really well,” Storey said.
Storey spent many hours in the weeks
leading up to the game working with his
hitters, helping them become better hitters
with runners in scoring position.
“I feel like a few of the games we lost
early, we missed some opportunities,” Storey said. “I thought we did a pretty good
job of that [Sunday].”
Storey also worked on having his pitch-

With one out in the bottom of the sixth
and runners on second and third, Ryerson
pinch hit for fellow junior Brett Gray and
was able to hit a ball deep enough to center ﬁeld to allow a runner to score.
The one run they scored that inning
helped secure the 9-7 victory over Whitworth. The Wildcats scored two more
in the bottom of the 7th inning, which
proved crucial. Whitworth scored a run in
the top of the 9th inning before the game
ended.
The team hit the ball exceptionally well
over the weekend, with a combined .426
batting average.
“We had some clutch two out hitting,
and the guys adjusted well to the pitchers
they brought in,” Storey said.
Only four players who got an at bat in
the two games in the game didn’t get a hit.
Central opens Great Northwest Athletic Conference play at home on March 17
and 18 against Saint Martin’s, who is 3-13
overall, and are conﬁdent in their ability to
go out and win.
“By the way that we’ve been executing
recently, we should be able to roll right
through Saint Martin’s,” Rohde said.
Central played Saint Martin’s earlier in
the season in the Inland Cellular Tournament and split with the SMU Saints. They
won the ﬁrst game 12-3, and in the second
lost by one run 7-6.
“The second game we should have
won, and we kind of gave it away and
let them come back in it,” Ryerson said.
“That’s not going to happen again.”

Top Cat
Senior shortshop Brady Kincannon
earned GNAC baseball player of the
week honors for his play through
March 4. Kincannon hit 5-8 against
Whitworth with four extra base hits.

ADVERTISE
TODAY!

CALL:

(509)963-1026
OR EMAIL:

GASKILLK@CWU.EDU

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

THE COM DEPARTMENT

IS CURRENTLY ENROLLING FOR SPRING 2012

Come join the TRiO Upward Bound team working with high school students during the
residential summer academy at Big Bend Community College, Moses Lake, WA
from June 24-August 11, 2012.
(Must be available for the entire term of the summer program.)

Available Positions Are:
(1) Residence Hall Director $3,960
(Bachelor’s degree & supervisory experience desired)

(1) Residence Hall Coordinator for $3,520
(requires three years of college)

(7) Resident Advisors for $3,010
(requires 2 years of college after high school)

Room & Board and insurance provided.

Call (509)793-2008 or e-mail: hroffice@bigbend.edu
www.bigbend.edu Equal opportunity employer.

INTERESTED IN JOURNALISM?

TELEVISION PRODUCTION?

Contact Prof.
Toby Staab
staabt@cwu.edu

Contact Prof.
Bob Fordan
fordonr@cwu.edu

THE OBSERVER NEWSWATCH
COM
468

cwuobserver.com

ONLINE LIFESTYLE E-ZINE?

THE PULSE
COM
446

Contact Prof.
Jennifer Green
jgreen@cwu.edu

cwu.edu/~pulse

COM
462

Channel 2

PUBLIC RELATIONS?

THE
AGENCY
CWU Communications Agency
COM
492

Contact Prof.
Liz Kerns
kernse@cwu.edu

cwuagency.com
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To all to all the businesses who
helped support The Observer by
advertising with us Winter Quarter, THANKS!

Spring Break
PHOTO CONTEST
This is a Spring Break Photo contest, each
entry will cost $5.00, and the winner will
have their photo featured on a half page
in The Observer along with their Spring
Break story. Students will be able to vote
for their favorite spring break photo by
going to the Observer Facebook page
and commenting with the tag line of the
photo they wish to vote for.
Students may submit their photo entry
via email to: GASKILLK@CWU.EDU
Payment will be due within 24 hours of
submission, by cash and/or check only at the
com department front desk.

facebook.com/CWUObserver

“I GOT LOST IN
DISNEYLAND!”
-Lauren M.
“WHAT HAPPENS IN
CABO STAYS IN
CABO...”

-Emily C.
In addition, if you don't "LIKE"
the CWU Observer page
while voting for your favorite
photo, your vote will not
count!

